
Former Texas Gov. Rick Perry announces the launch of his presidential campaign for the 2016 elections, Thursday, June 4, 2015, in Addison, Texas. Perry opened his 
second bid for the Republican presidential nomination Thursday, pledging to “end an era of failed leadership” and hoping this campaign will go better than his last 
one. (AP Photo/Tim Sharp) 
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China suspected in massive US 
federal personnel data breach 


K. DILANIAN 
R. ZALDIVAR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Chi¬ 
na-based hackers are sus¬ 
pected of breaking into 
the computer networks of 
the U.S. government per¬ 
sonnel office and stealing 
identifying information of 
at least 4 million federal 
workers, American officials 
said Thursday. 

The Department of Home¬ 
land Security said in a 
statement that data from 
the Office of Personnel 
Management and the In¬ 
terior Department had 
been compromised. 

“The FBI is conducting an in¬ 
vestigation to identify how 
and why this occurred,” 
the statement said. 

The hackers were believed 
to be based in China, said 
Sen. Susan Collins, a Maine 
Republican. 

Collins, a member of the 
Senate intelligence com¬ 
mittee, said the breach 
was “yet another indica¬ 
tion of a foreign power 
probing successfully and 
focusing on what appears 
to be data that would 
identify people with secu¬ 
rity clearances.” 

A U.S. official who declined 
to be identified said the 
data breach could poten¬ 


tially affect every federal 
agency. One key ques¬ 
tion is whether intelligence 
agency employee infor¬ 
mation was stolen. 

“This is an attack against 
the nation," said Ken Am¬ 
mon, chief strategy officer 
of Xceedium, who said the 
attack fit the pattern of 
those carried out by nation 
states for fhe purpose of es¬ 
pionage. 

The Office of Personnel 
Management is the human 
resources department for 
the federal government, 
and it conducts back¬ 
ground checks for secu¬ 
rity clearances. The OPM 
conducts more than 90 
percent of federal back¬ 
ground investigations, ac¬ 
cording to its website. 

In November, a former 
DHS contractor disclosed 
another cyberbreach that 
compromised the private 
files of more than 25,000 
DHS workers and thousands 
of other federal employ¬ 
ees. DHS said its intrusion 
detection system, known 
as EINSTEIN, which screens 
federal Internet traffic to 
identify potential cyber 
threats, identified the hack 
of OPM’s systems and the 
Interior Department’s data 
center, which is shared by 
other federal agenciesO 
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US might deploy missiles in Europe to counter Russia 


ROBERT BURNS 
AP National Security Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Obama administration is 
weighing a range of ag¬ 
gressive responses to Rus¬ 
sia's alleged violation of 
a Cold War-era nuclear 
treaty, including deploy¬ 
ing land-based missiles in 
Europe that could pre¬ 
emptively destroy the Rus¬ 
sian weapons. 

This “counterforce" option 
is among possibilities the 
administration is consider¬ 
ing as it reviews its entire 
policy toward Russia in 
light of Moscow's military 
intervention in Ukraine, 
its annexation of Crimea 
and other actions the U.S. 
deems confrontational in 
Europe and beyond. 

The options go so far as 
one implied — but not 


stated explicitly — that 
would improve the ability 
of U.S. nuclear weapons to 
destroy military targets on 
Russian territory. 

It all has a certain Cold 
War ring, even if the White 
House ultimately decides 
to continue tolerating Rus¬ 
sia’s alleged flight-testing 
of a ground-launched 
cruise missile with a range 
prohibited by the treaty. 
Russia denies violating the 
treaty and has, in turn, 
claimed violations by the 
United States in erecting 
missile defenses. 

It is unclear whether Russia 
has actually deployed the 
suspect missile or whether 
Washington would make 
any military move if the 
Russians stopped short of 
deployment. □ 



Soldiers prepare to destroy a ballistic SS-19 missile in the yard of the largest former Soviet military 
rocket base in Vakulenchuk, Ukraine. The Obama administration is weighing a range of aggres¬ 
sive responses to Russia’s alleged violation of a Cold War-era nuclear missile treaty, including 
deploying land-based missiles in Europe. 

(AP Photo) 
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Perry, Bush Officially Enter Presidential Campaign 



Former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush speaks in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. Bush stepped into the Republican 
race for U.S. president on Thursday. 

(AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack) 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Jeb 

Bush stepped into the Re¬ 
publican race for U.S. presi¬ 
dent on Thursday, finally 
taking his place — after 
months of hints and relent¬ 
less fundraising — amid an 
unwieldy field of Republi¬ 
can candidates unlike any 
in recent memory. 

The son of one president 
and brother of another, the 
former Florida governor has 
the rank of front-runner and 
the donors to match. He 
now has eight months be¬ 
fore the first votes are cast 
in the Iowa caucuses to 
prove he’s worthy of both. 
“It’s as wide-open a race as 
we’ve seen in a long time,” 
said Republican strategist 
Kevin Madden, who de¬ 
scribed Bush as the “tech¬ 
nical front-runner" in a field 
that stands at 11 major de¬ 
clared candidates. 

Among them: former Texas 
Gov. Rick Perry, who re¬ 
turned Thursday to presi¬ 
dential politics four years 
after his 2012 presidential 
bid ended in disaster, vow¬ 
ing during his own cam¬ 
paign kickoff to “end an 
era of failed leadership.” 


While both men were wide¬ 
ly expected to enter the 
race, which got its unoffi¬ 
cial sfarf when Bush said in 
December he was explor¬ 
ing whether to seek the Re¬ 
publican nomination, the 
confirmation from aides 
that Bush will indeed run is 
nonetheless a defining mo¬ 
ment for the Republicans. 
The son of George H.W. 
Bush and younger brother 
of George W. Bush, he is a 
favorite of the Republican 
establishment, the experi¬ 
enced and well-connect¬ 
ed party faithful who have 
showered the 62-year-old 
with money, staffing talent 
and encouragement in re¬ 
cent months. 

His decision ensures the 
possibility of a general 
election showdown be¬ 
tween two political dynas¬ 
ties as Hillary Rodham Clin¬ 
ton seeks the Democratic 
nomination. Senior aides 
confirmed that Bush, who 
left the Florida governor's 
mansion in 2007, will enter 
the race June 15 during an 
event at Miami Dade Col¬ 
lege. They spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity so as 
not to take the edge off 


his formal announcement. 
“I want to be the guy to 
beat," a confident Bush 
said while campaigning in 
Florida earlier this week. 

The Republican contest 
now features candidates 
of different generations, 
races and genders, whose 
policy prescriptions are far 
from monolithic and whose 
personalities often clash. 
There are more to come: 


four sitting governors — Wis¬ 
consin’s Scott Walker and 
New Jersey’s Chris Christie, 
among them — are likely to 
join the race before the Re¬ 
publicans' first presidential 
debate in August. 
“Everyone is bunched to¬ 
gether in the polls, and no 
one candidate in particu¬ 
lar has emerged as a clear 
leader in the early state 
contests,” Madden said. 


Perry opened his campaign 
in a fight for relevancy 
among the many Repub¬ 
licans trying to knock Bush 
from his front-runner posi¬ 
tion. Despite his record as 
Texas’ longest-serving gov¬ 
ernor, Perry may struggle to 
reach the polling threshold 
that will decide the 10 can¬ 
didates who will take part 
in the party’s first debate 
on Aug. 6. Q 
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Republican-led House votes 
against easing travel to Cuba 


ANDREW TAYLOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

House Republicans voted 
Thursday to keep restric¬ 
tions on Americans seek¬ 
ing to travel to Cuba, a 
setback to Obama ad¬ 
ministration efforts to ease 
the five-decade Cold War 
standoff. 

The Republican-controlled 
chamber voted 247-176 to 
keep a Cuba-related pro¬ 
vision in a transportation 
funding bill. The provision 
would block new rules is¬ 
sued in January that would 
significantly ease travel re¬ 
strictions to Cuba and al¬ 
low regularly scheduled 
flights for the first time. 

The administration rules lift¬ 
ed a requirement that U.S. 
travelers obtain a license 
from the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment before traveling to 
Cuba. Instead, all that is 
required is for travelers to 
assert that their trip would 


serve educational, religious 
or other permitted purpos¬ 
es. 

The White House has 
threatened to veto the bill, 
in part because of the Cu¬ 
ba-related provision. The 
measure is also caught in 
a battle between Republi¬ 
cans controlling Congress 
and the White House and 
its Democratic allies over 
spending levels for domes¬ 
tic agencies. 

The White House has is¬ 
sued a blanket veto threat 
against every Republican 
spending bill, and Senate 
Democrats weighed in on 
Thursday with explicit prom¬ 
ises that they will delay the 
measures and block them 
from reaching Obama's 
desk. 

The Republican-backed 
Cuba provision is the hand¬ 
iwork of Rep. Mario Diaz- 
Balart, a Cuban-American 
Republican from the Miami 
area.Q 
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Police confirm Pam Geller was initial target of terror plot 



In this May, 2015 photo, Pamela Geller speaks during an in¬ 
terview with The Associated Press in New York. Boston police 
said Thursday, June 4, 2015 that Usaama Rahim, shot to death 
Tuesday, Jun 2, 2015 by terror investigators who had him under 
24-hour surveillance, initially talked about killing Geller before 
deciding to target police officers. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 


DENISE LAVOIE 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — The fam¬ 
ily of a Boston man shof to 
death by terrorism investi¬ 
gators was shocked by al¬ 
legations that he planned 
to kill police officers, and 
saw no signs that he had 
become radicalized, their 
attorney said Thursday. 
Ronald Sullivan, a Harvard 
Law professor, said Usaama 
Rahim’s family considered 
him “an energetic young 
man trying to make his 
way in this world" and saw 
no behavior or changes in 
demeanor that would lead 
them to suspect he would 
espouse violence. 
Surrounded by Rahim’s 
brothers, mother and wife 
on the sidewalk where Ra¬ 
him was shot, Sullivan said 


they hope to work “pro¬ 
ductively and coopera¬ 
tively” with investigators in 
a “joint effort to search for 
the truth.” 

“Let me be clear: The fam¬ 
ily is not making any sub¬ 
stantive claims at this time 
about what happened in 
this case,” Sullivan said. He 
said the family planned to 
view a video of the shoot¬ 
ing later Thursday, but said 
that may not tell the whole 
story. Rahim, 26, was fatally 
shot Tuesday after inves¬ 
tigators said he refused to 
drop a military-style knife 
as they sought to question 
him about “terrorist-related 
information." Police have 
said the video shows of¬ 
ficers backing up and Ra¬ 
him moving toward them 
before they fired. 


Sullivan said Rahim’s broth¬ 
er Ibrahim Rahim, a well- 
known imam in Boston, re¬ 
grets posting a Facebook 
message based on incor¬ 
rect, third-hand informa¬ 
tion claiming that his broth¬ 
er had been shot three 
times in the back. 

“We now know we simply 
did not have all the facts 
at that time,” Sullivan said. 
Police Commissioner Wil¬ 
liam Evans said Rahim had 
talked about beheading 
blogger Pamela Geller 
before deciding to tar¬ 
get police officers. “There 
was some mention of that 
name," said Evans, who 
dismissed the idea as “wish¬ 
ful thinking" while speaking 
on the “Today" show. 

A Muslim leader said Thurs¬ 
day that his killing by Bos¬ 
ton Police and the FBI was 
reckless and unnecessary. 
Imam Abdullah Faaruuq, 
who is close to the Rahim 
family, said he believes 
they wanted him dead. 
“You can capture el¬ 
ephants, lions and tigers 
without killing them," Faa¬ 
ruuq said. “The intent was 
not to capture him and 
keep him alive.” 

Faaruuq said Rahim had 
been under surveillance 
tor nearly three years, but 
he’s not convinced, based 
on what law enforcement 
officials have released, 
that it was warranted. 

He also noted that the 
family had difficulties trying 
to bury their son because 
at least one cemetery re¬ 
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fused to accept his body 
because he was a sus¬ 
pected terrorist. The funer¬ 
al service and burial will be 
held Friday but the family is 
keeping it private, he said. 
Geller wasn't surprised that 
she may have been a tar¬ 
get. She's a combative 
personality known for pro¬ 
voking Muslims by cam¬ 
paigning against a mosque 
near the World Trade Cen¬ 
ter site in New York, spon¬ 
soring inflammatory adver¬ 
tisements and organizing 
Prophet Muhammad car¬ 
toon contest in Texas 
“They want to make an ex¬ 
ample out of me to fright¬ 
en the rest of the US into 
silence and submission," 
Geller wrote in an e-mail to 
the AP on Thursday. “This is 
not about me. This is about 
whether the US will stand 


tor freedom or submit and 
cower before violent in¬ 
timidation.” Authorities 
invited Rahim’s family to 
see the police video of the 
shooting that they already 
showed to Faaruuq and 
other community leaders. 
The FBI said Rahim and his 
nephew, David Wright, 
plotted to commit some 
kind of attack, and that 
Rahim ordered three large 
knives on Amazon.com 
a week earlier. Rahim’s 
phone conversations and 
movements were being 
closely monitored, and 
some partial transcripts 
were included in an FBI 
affidavit, but nowhere 
in the documents made 
public thus far is there evi¬ 
dence that he or Wright 
actually used the word 
“beheading.”□ 
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Ex-bishop’s drunken-driving trial postponed until September 


BRIAN WITTE 
Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — A judge 
on Thursday postponed 
the trial of a former Episco¬ 
pal bishop charged in the 
drunken-driving death of a 
bicyclist to give attorneys 
more time to work on a 
plea deal. 

Heather Cook's trial was 
scheduled to start Thurs¬ 
day, but Baltimore Circuit 
Court Judge Wanda Heard 
granted her attorney’s re¬ 
quest for a postponement 
after Cook waived her 
right to a speedy trial. The 
trial is now set for Sept. 9. 
David Irwin, Cook’s lawyer, 
told reporters he was in the 
“earliest of plea consid¬ 
erations" and has spoken 
“very, very briefly” with 
prosecutors. 


“We would hope that we 
could resolve the case 
without trial for every¬ 
body's sake, most impor¬ 
tantly the Palermo family's 
sake,” Irwin said, referring 
to the family of victim Tom 
Palermo. “To go through 
the trauma of a trial, my 
client certainly doesn’t 
want to have to put them 
through that." 

Alisa Rock, the sister-in-law 
of the victim, said that she 
had been told by prosecu¬ 
tors to expect a postpone¬ 
ment but that she was still 
disappointed by the delay. 
“We’re just looking forward 
to having Bishop Cook 
held accountable for her 
actions and to find justice 
for Tom, Rachel, Sadie and 
Sam,” Rock said, referring 
to the victim, his wife and 
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David Irwin, an attorney for former Episcopalian Bishop Heather 
Cook, center, talks to reporters after her trial was postponed 
on Thursday, June 4, 2015 in Baltimore. Cook is charged in the 
drunken-driving death of bicyclist Tom Palermo in December. 
Attorney Jose Molina, who also is representing Cook, is 
standing at left. (AP Photo/Brian Witte) 


the couple’s two young 
children, who are 6 and 4 
years old, respectively. 


Rochelle Ritchie, a spokes¬ 
woman for the state’s at¬ 
torney’s office, declined 


to comment. She said the 
postponement was at the 
request of defense and 
wouldn't comment further 
on the delay. 

Cook pleaded not guilty 
and is free on $2.5 million 
bail. She resigned from her 
post with the Episcopal 
Church, and church of¬ 
ficials revoked her clergy 
credentials. 

Cook faces charges of 
vehicular manslaughter, 
drunken driving and dis¬ 
tracted driving stemming 
from a Dec. 27 crash. 
Prosecutors say Cook was 
drunk and texting when 
she fatally struck Palermo, 
41, on his bicycle. 

Cook had been the 
second-highest rank¬ 
ing Episcopal leader in 
MarylandO 


2 brothers pardoned from death row 


JONATHAN DREW 
Associated Press 
RALEIGH, North Carolina 
(AP) — Two brothers, one 
of whom spent three de¬ 
cades on death row, were 
pardoned Thursday in the 
1983 rape and killing of a 
girl, clearing the way for 
them to receive $750,000 
in compensation from the 
state. 

Gov. Pat McCrory's par¬ 
dons for Henry McCollum 
and his half brother Leon 
Brown happened after a 


judge vacated their con¬ 
victions and ordered their 
release in September, cit¬ 
ing new DNA evidence 
that points to another man 
killing and raping 11-year- 
old Sabrina Buie. 

Defense attorneys say 
the brothers were scared 
teenagers who had low 
IQs when they were ques¬ 
tioned by police and co¬ 
erced into confessing. Mc¬ 
Collum was then 19, and 
Brown was 15. 

Current Robeson County 


District Attorney John¬ 
son Britt, who didn't pros¬ 
ecute the men, has said 
he's considering whether 
to reopen the case and 
charge the other man, 
whose DNA was found 
on a cigarette butt re¬ 
covered from the crime 
scene. The cigarette butt 
was recently tested as 
part of an investigation 
by the North Carolina In¬ 
nocence Inquiry Commis¬ 
sion, a one-of-its-kind in¬ 
vestigative panel.Q 


Victim at hearing for UVA killing suspect 


MATTHEW BARAKAT 
Associated Press 
FAIRFAX, Va. (AP) — A 

woman who authorities 
say was sexually assaulted 
by the same man charged 
with killing a University of 
Virginia student came 
face to face with the man 
in a Fairfax courtroom. 

The encounter was brief. 


and the woman’s testimo¬ 
ny was focused on a nar¬ 
row legal question. But it 
provided a preview of the 
courtroom drama expect¬ 
ed next week, when a jury 
trial will begin for 33-year- 
old Jesse Matthew. 
Matthew, of Charlottes¬ 
ville, is charged in Fairfax 
with abducting and sexu¬ 


ally assaulting the woman 
who testified at Thursday’s 
pretrial hearing. 

The hearing was to deter¬ 
mine whether the wom¬ 
an’s ability to identify 
Matthew as her attacker 
had been corrupted by 
pretrial publicity in which 
Matthew’s face has been 
shown repeatedlyO 






































AP: Barnard College says to 
admit transgender women 

JOCELYN NOVECK 
AP National Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Barnard College has decided to 
admit transgender women, becoming the latest 
women's college to issue a new policy acknowledg¬ 
ing the fluidity and complexity of gender. 

The policy, announced Thursday, says Barnard will 
consider applicants “who consistently live and iden¬ 
tify as women.” That excludes transgender men, or 
applicants born female but identifying as male. The 
decision is an attempt to balance Barnard’s identity 
as a women’s college with what the school calls "rec¬ 
ognition of our changing world and an evolving un¬ 
derstanding of gender identity.” 

Though it won’t consider transgender men for admis¬ 
sion, the school announced that the decision wouldn’t 
impact students who transition while already enrolled. 
The decision makes Barnard the latest prominent 
women’s college — and last of the traditional Seven 
Sisters schools — to update its admissions policy. In the 
last nine months or so, each institution has come up 
with a slightly different formula. Barnard’s president. 
Debora Spar, led a monthslong exploration of the is¬ 
sue with her community, including five town halls (and 
one virtual town hall) for students, faculty or alumni, 
and an online survey that drew more than 900 re¬ 
sponses. 

“As expected, a wide range of passionate and deeply 
held beliefs were discussed and debated,” Spar and 
board of trustees chairman Jolyne Caruso-FitzGerald 
wrote in a joint letter Thursday, following the board 
vote a day earlier. 

“But on two main points, the responses were compel¬ 
ling and clear. There was no question that Barnard 
must reaffirm its mission as a college for women. And 
there was little debate that trans women should be 
eligible for admission to Barnard.” 

In excluding trans men, Barnard's policy is in line with 
that announced recently by Smith College. A broad¬ 
er policy was embraced by Mount Holyoke College, 
which decided last fall to consider both trans women 
and trans men for admission. 

The series of new policies comes as transgender is¬ 
sues have taken a prominent place in the cultural 
conversation — none more obviously than the widely 
covered, widely discussed transition of Bruce Jenner 
to Caitlyn Jenner. Other recent examples: Actress La- 
verne Cox of “Orange is the New Black” appearing 
on a Time magazine cover touting “The Transgender 
Tipping Point," and the Golden Globe-winning TV 
show “Transparent,” starring Jeffrey Tambor as a trans 
woman. □ 



Derek Martinez listens during a ceremony to receive a citizenship certificate at the Bronx Zoo, 
in May 2015, in New York. Twenty five children, whose immigrant parents were naturalized 
recently, participated in a ceremony to receive the certificates from the U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services. (AP Photo/Julie Jacobson) 

Poll: Majority of Americans back legal 
status for immigrants in US illegally 


ALICIA A. CALDWELL 
EMILY SWANSON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

majority of Americans sup¬ 
port allowing immigrants 
living in the country illegal¬ 
ly to stay and be granted 
legal status, according to 
a new poll released Thurs¬ 
day. 

The survey conducted by 
the Pew Research Center 
found that 72 percent of 
Americans support legal 
status for such immigrants. 
The survey results come at 
the beginning of the 2016 
presidential campaign, in 
which immigration is ex¬ 
pected to be a key point 
of debate 

The poll found that 56 per¬ 
cent of Republicans agree 
that immigrants living in 
the U.S. illegally should be 


able to stay — so long as 
they meet certain criteria. 
The poll question did not 
specify what those require¬ 
ments might be. 

The Pew survey also found 
that about half of Ameri¬ 
cans think a lot more can 
be done to secure the na¬ 
tion’s border. Border secu¬ 
rity is a common starting 
point among many Re¬ 
publicans for any plan to 
overhaul the country’s im¬ 
migration system. 

While 63 percent of Re¬ 
publicans also said they 
believed immigrants in the 
country illegally are a bur¬ 
den on the country, the 
Pew survey also suggests 
there is a growing divide 
between Republican vot¬ 
ers and Republican law¬ 
makers. Researchers found 
that only 34 percent of 


Republicans and Republi¬ 
can-leaning independents 
said the party is adequate¬ 
ly representing their views 
on illegal immigration. 
About half of Democrats, 
and those who lean left, 
say that party is doing a 
good job representing 
their view on the issue. 
Support for allowing im¬ 
migrants in the country il¬ 
legally to stay can vary 
depending on how survey 
questions are worded. A 
recent Associated Press- 
GfK poll found that about 
half of Americans and a 
third of Republicans sup¬ 
port either a path to citi¬ 
zenship or legal status, but 
that survey did not spec¬ 
ify that immigrants must 
“meet certain require¬ 
ments” to qualify, as the 
Pew survey did.Q 
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US regulators warn: Ads for reverse mortgages can mislead 


MARCY GORDON 
AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

We’ve seen the TV ad 
pitches from celebrities like 
“The Fonz" Henry Winkler 
and actor and ex-senator 
Fred Thompson, touting the 
benefits of reverse mort¬ 
gages for older homeown¬ 
ers. 

Now U.S. regulators are 
warning: Don’t be fooled. 
Many ads don’t tell the 
whole story about reverse 
mortgages. 

The Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau said 
Thursday that a study it 
conducted with older 
homeowners found they 
were given the false im¬ 
pression by the ads that 
reverse mortgages are a 
government benefit and 
ensure consumers can stay 
in their homes for the rest of 


their lives. 

The agency said people 
should be aware of the 
risks of reverse mortgages, 
which are loans for hom¬ 
eowners 62 or older that 
must be repaid with inter¬ 
est and can deplete se¬ 
niors’ funds. 

Seniors taking out reverse 
mortgages can even lose 
their homes. About 10 per¬ 
cent of borrowers end up 
defaulting on their reverse 
mortgages, according 
to the agency — roughly 
double the rate of conven¬ 
tional home mortgages. 

A reverse mortgage allows 
borrowers to receive cash 
or a line of credit tapping 
the accumulated equity in 
their homes. 

Seniors often take out the 
loans to help pay off credit 
card bills or remodel their 
kitchen. The loan isn’t paid 


down in monthly install¬ 
ments. The loan balance 
increases and comes due 
when the borrower dies, 
moves or sells the home, or 
defaults on other obliga¬ 
tions such as insurance or 
taxes. 

Most of the mortgages 
are insured by the Federal 
Housing Administration. 

But they aren’t a risk-free 
government benefit, a 
false impression that the 
CFPB found was given by 
the reverse mortgage ad¬ 
vertising. 

Most of the 97 different 
TV, radio, print and online 
ads reviewed by the CFPB 
failed to mention the risks 
of reverse mortgages, the 
agency said. 

“Or, if they did, they were 
so buried in the fine print 
that consumers did not 
pick up on ... key aspects 
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This photo shows a house for sale in Culver City, Calif. The Con¬ 
sumer Financial Protection Bureau said Thursday that a study it 
conducted with older homeowners found they were given false 
impressions by ads touting the benefits of reverse mortgages. 

(AP Photo/Nick Ut) 


of the loan,” CFPB Direc¬ 
tor Richard Cordray said 
in a conference call with 
reporters. “Indeed, many 
reverse mortgage ads did 
not even mention anything 
about interest rates, repay¬ 
ment terms or other crucial 
requirements of the loan.” 
Cordray said the regulators 
are especially concerned 
because reverse mortgag¬ 


es are complicated and 
are marketed to older ho¬ 
meowners, a group known 
to be vulnerable to decep¬ 
tive advertising or pitches. 
As part of its review, the 
CFPB interviewed around 
60 homeowners aged 62 
and older in focus groups 
and in individual interviews 
in Chicago, Los Angeles 
and Washington, D.C.Q 


Average U.S. rate on 30-year 
mortgage stays at low 3.87% 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Av¬ 
erage long-term U.S. mort¬ 
gage rates were flat to 
slightly lower this week, re¬ 
maining near their highest 
levels so far this year. 
Mortgage giant Freddie 
Mac said Thursday the av¬ 
erage rate on a 30-year 
fixed-rate mortgage was 
unchanged from a week 
earlier at 3.87 percent. The 
rate on 15-year fixed-rate 
mortgages slipped to 3.08 
percent from 3.11 percent. 
Despite their climb in re¬ 
cent weeks during the 
height of the spring home 
buying season, mortgage 
rates remain low by historic 
standards. A year ago, the 
average 30-year rate was 
4.14 percent and the 15- 
year was 3.23 percent. 


Mortgage rates have risen 
in recent weeks amid signs 
of improvement in the 
economy. The economic 
strength has sparked spec¬ 
ulation among investors 
that the Federal Reserve 
could move soon to raise 
short-term interest rates, af¬ 
ter keeping them near zero 
for more than six years. 

As a result, bond prices 
have fallen, pushing bond 
yields higher. The yield on 
the 10-year Treasury note 
climbed to 2.33 percent 
Wednesday from 2.13 per¬ 
cent a week earlier. The 
10-year note traded at 2.31 
percent Thursday morning. 
Mortgage rates often fol¬ 
low the yield on the 10-year 
note, so they could trend 
higher.Q 
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Greece to bundle its June IMF payments together 


N. PAPHITIS 
D. GATOPOULOS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

Greece pulled the emer¬ 
gency cord Thursday in its 
fraught bailout talks, opt¬ 
ing to bundle together its 
four payments due to the 
International Monetary 
Fund this month into one 
on June 30 — a course last 
followed three decades 
ago by Zambia. 

The delay is allowed under 
IMF rules, but provides a 
stark sign of how Greece 
is struggling to make ends 
meet without the vital res¬ 
cue loans that have been 
withheld since last summer, 
as Athens and its creditors 
fail to agree on economic 
reforms. 

The move follows the failure 
of radical left Prime Minis¬ 
ter Alexis Tsipras to break 
the stalemate with credi¬ 
tors at a late-night meeting 
with European Commission 
head Jean Claude Junck¬ 
er and the top official rep¬ 
resenting Greece's peers 
in the eurozone. The talks 
will resume “within coming 
days,” officials said. 

On his return to Athens, 
Tsipras told government 
officials that “extreme pro¬ 
posals will not be accepted 
by the Greek government. 
Everyone must understand 
that the Greek people 
have suffered greatly over 



A woman stands in front of graffiti depicting a zero Euro coin in Athens on Thursday, June 4, 2015. 
Greece pulled the emergency cord Thursday in its fraught bailout talks, opting to bundle together 
its four payments due to the IMF this month into one on June 30. 

(AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis) 


the last five years and some 
people must stop playing 
games at their expense." 
Without a deal, Greece will 
not get the 7.2 billion eu¬ 
ros ($8.1 billion) remaining 
from its 240 billion-euro bail¬ 
out fund, which it’s been 
relying on for five years. 
Without the money, it will 
struggle to pay upcom¬ 
ing debts and the country 
could soon go bankrupt — 
a possible preamble to a 
forced exit from the euro 
and a return to a financial 
stone age with a devalued 


version of its old national 
currency. 

“The Greek authorities 
have informed the Fund to¬ 
day that they plan to bun¬ 


dle the country's four June 
payments into one, which 
is now due on June 30,” 
IMF spokesman Gerry Rice 
said. “The decision was 


intended to address the 
administrative difficulty of 
making multiple payments 
in a short period.” 

Under an IMF rule from the 
1970s, countries can ask to 
bundle together multiple 
payments if they fall within 
a single calendar month. 
Not since Zambia in the 
mid-1980s has a country 
made the request, ac¬ 
cording to the IMF. 

Still, the request buys some 
time for the Greek govern¬ 
ment, which has already 
scraped the barrel of its 
finances by forcing local 
authorities, hospitals and 
universities to lend it their 
cash reserves. Its first IMF 
payment of a little more 
than 300 million euros ($340 
million) was due on Friday, 
part of a total 1.6 billion 
euros due to the Fund this 
month. Greece has big¬ 
ger payments due to the 
European Central Bank this 
summer, and can't meet 
them without the rescue 
money. □ 
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Eastern Ukraine tense after outbreak of fighting 


M. CHERNOV 
P. LEONARD 
Associated Press 
DONETSK, Ukraine (AP) — 

Separatist and government 
troops in east Ukraine stood 
nervously poised hundreds 
of meters apart Thursday in 
the wake of bloody battle 
that has threatened to de¬ 
molish what remains of the 
brittle cease-fire there. 
Underscoring anxieties in 
the Ukrainian capital. Presi¬ 
dent Petro Poroshenko 
warned of a possible large- 
scale offensive by sepa¬ 
ratist forces following the 
violence on the western 
fringe of the rebel citadel, 
Donetsk. 

But the mood among 
rebel combatants hud¬ 
dled in a wooded base 
just beyond the Donetsk 


suburb of Marinka, where 
Wednesday’s fighting was 
centered, suggested only 
frustration at the lack of a 
clear battle plan. 

“We can’t just sit here in 
trenches. I think we should 
only go forward, forward 
and forward,” one sepa¬ 
ratist fighter, who identi¬ 
fied himself by his nom de 
guerre Abaza, told The As¬ 
sociated Press. 

In the dug-out where Aba¬ 
za stood, flies clustered 
over a pool of blood where 
a wounded militiaman was 
given emergency treat¬ 
ment the day before. 
Rebels in Donetsk now ap¬ 
pear to be standing down 
following the clash. 

An AP reporter who visited 
Marinka briefly Thursday 
observed that it appeared 
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A Ukrainian servicemen from battalion “Kievl” guard their position near a damaged house in 
Marinka, Donetsk region, eastern Ukraine, Thursday, June 4,2015. A major battle erupted Wednes¬ 
day on the western edge of the main separatist rebel stronghold in eastern Ukraine, leaving more 
than a dozen dead and threatening to tip the country back into full-blown war. 

(AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka) 


to be under the control 
of Ukrainian government 
troops, who said they were 
performing mop-up opera¬ 
tions. 

Even the official tally of 
fighters killed attests to 
the battle for Marinka be¬ 
ing the biggest that east 
Ukraine has seen since Feb¬ 
ruary, when an internation¬ 
ally brokered armistice was 


signed. 

Ukraine says five of its ser¬ 
vicemen died in combat 
Wednesday, four of them 
in or around Marinka. Edu¬ 
ard Basurin, a separatist 
spokesman, said 14 rebel 
fighters and five civilians 
were killed by Ukrainian fire 
during the day, but provid¬ 
ed no details. 

Rebel fighters admit pri¬ 


vately, however, that they 
likely lost dozens of men. 
Ukrainian military spokes¬ 
man Col. Andriy Lysenko 
claimed about 80 rebels 
were killed. 

The task of monitoring what 
is looking like an increasing¬ 
ly hollow cease-fire lies with 
a mission of the Organiza¬ 
tion for Security and Coop¬ 
eration Europe. Q 


Muslims criticize Wilders’ plan to show cartoons 


Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Moderate Dutch 
Muslims on Thursday called 
anti-Islam lawmaker Geert 
Wilders’s plan to broadcast 
cartoons of the Prophet 
Muhammad on national 
television a provocation. 
There were no signs of out¬ 
rage or unrest, the day af¬ 
ter Wilders announced his 
plan to use airtime granted 
to political parties to show 
cartoons from a contest in 
Texas last month that was 
targeted by two armed at¬ 
tackers. Wilders spoke at 
the contest in Garland, but 


left before the foiled at¬ 
tack in which both gunmen 
were shot dead. 

Islamic tradition holds that 
any physical depiction of 
the Prophet Muhammad is 
blasphemous. It appears, 
however, that Muslims in 
the Netherlands may be 
growing accustomed to 
Wilders' fierce criticism of 
their faith. 

Muslims in the Netherlands 
“are no longer easy to of¬ 
fend,” said lawyer Ejder 
Kose, who once represent¬ 
ed a Muslim organization 
that tried unsuccessfully to 
ban a short film made by 


Wilders. 

Wilders rose to national 
and international promi¬ 
nence after the brutal 
murder in 2004 of another 
Dutch critic of Islam, film¬ 
maker Theo van Gogh, by 
a Muslim extremist. Wilders 
established and leads the 
Freedom Party that holds 
12 of the 150 seats in parlia¬ 
ment's lower house. 

Wilders’ anti-Islam rheto¬ 
ric has in the past sparked 
outrage around the Mus¬ 
lim world and prompted 
death threats that have led 
to him living under round- 
the-clock protection.Q 
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Nigeria: 

Car bomb in Nigeria kills 8 soldiers near barracks 


HARUNA UMAR 
MICHELLE FAUL 
Associated Press 
MAIDUGURI, Nigeria (AP) — 

A suicide bomber explod¬ 
ed a car at a checkpoint 
outside a military barracks 
and killed eight soldiers on 
Thursday, witnesses said of 
the latest of daily attacks 
blamed on Boko Haram in 
Nigeria’s northeastern city 
of Maiduguri. 

More than 60 people have 
been killed by bombings 
and rocket-propelled gre¬ 
nades since Nigeria’s Presi¬ 
dent Muhammadu Buhari 
announced at his inau¬ 
guration May 29 that the 
command center for the 
war on the Islamic extrem¬ 
ists is moving from Abuja, 


the capital in central Ni¬ 
geria, to the group's birth¬ 
place in Maiduguri, the 
capital of Borno state at 
the heart of the war zone. 
Later, a second bomb ex¬ 
ploded near the main mar¬ 
ket in Yola, in neighboring 
Adamawa state, police 
and witnesses said. At least 
two people were killed, 
police Deputy Supt. Oth- 
man Abubakar said. Hospi¬ 
tal workers said they were 
treating 30 injured. 

“I can see blood splat¬ 
tered everywhere, includ¬ 
ing my car, but I can't give 
any detail because we are 
all running,” said a bread 
seller who identified himself 
only as Mr. Ayuba. 

In Maiduguri, the bomber 


exploded the car as sol¬ 
diers were checking it out¬ 
side Brigadier Maimalari 
Barracks on bustling Baga 
Road during the evening 
rush hour, according to 
Bashir Malam, a fighter 
with a civilian defense 
group that works alongside 
the military. 

Malam said he counted 
the bodies of eight soldiers. 
“The attack was so daring 
because the suicide bomb¬ 
er must have escaped sev¬ 
eral checkpoints to get to 
the soldiers’ spot,” he said. 
The latest attack comes 
the day Buhari was visiting 
neighboring Chad, urging 
more support for a multina¬ 
tional force to crush Boko 
Haram. □ 


FRANCIS KOKUTSE 
Associated Press 
ACCRA, Ghana (AP) — The 

death toll from a huge gas 
station explosion and flood¬ 
ing in Ghana’s capital has 
more than doubled to 150 
people, the president said 
Thursday night. 

Dozens of people had 
sought shelter at the gas 
station and in nearby shops 
in central Accra to escape 
the torrential rains at the 
time of Wednesday night’s 
blast. Flooding swept fuel 
being stored at the station 
into a nearby fire, triggering 
the explosion that also set 
ablaze neighboring build¬ 
ings, officials said. 

The West African nation 
will observe three days of 
mourning with flags flying 
at half-staff, and the gov¬ 
ernment will allocate about 
$12 million for relief opera¬ 
tions and to repair dam¬ 
aged infrastructure, Presi¬ 
dent John Dramani Maha- 
ma told journalists before 
heading into an emergen¬ 
cy meeting. 


Before Mahama's an¬ 
nouncement, the death toll 
stood at 73. The president 
didn’t give a breakdown, 
but the new figure appears 
to include people killed in 
the explosion, others who 
drowned at the blast site 
trying to escape the flames 
and still more who drowned 
elsewhere in the city. 

TV footage earlier Thursday 
showed corpses being piled 
into the back of a pickup 
truck and other charred 
bodies trapped amid the 
debris. Floodwaters around 
the site hampered rescue 
and recovery efforts. 
Officials at the nearby 37 
Military Hospital said its 
morgue had reached ca¬ 
pacity. 

Mahama visited the blast 
site during the day, calling 
the death toll “catastroph¬ 
ic” and offering condo¬ 
lences to families of the vic¬ 
tims. "Steps will be taken to 
ensure that disastrous floods 
and their attendant deaths 
do not occur again," he 
said. 


Rescue workers carry the remains, of a person a killed in a gas station explosion in Accra, 
Ghana, Thursday, June 4, 2015. Flooding in Ghana's capital swept stored fuel into a nearby 
fire, setting off a huge explosion at a gas station that killed scores of people and set alight 
neighboring buildings, authorities said Thursday. (AP Photo/Christian Thompson) 


Michael Plange, who lives 
a few blocks away, said 
many people had taken 
shelter under a shed at the 
station from the rain and 
were hit by the explosion.□ 
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Jailed mayors' hunger strike rallies Venezuelan opposition 


HANNAH DREIER 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— A hunger strike by two 
high-profile imprisoned 
politicians is generating 
excitement among mem¬ 
bers of a Venezuelan op¬ 
position that has seemed 
mostly disengaged since 
2014’s fiery protests. 

Seven students have 
even spent the past week 
camped out in in the dusty 
front yard of a Caracas 
church drinking nothing 
but water and Pedialyte 
in sympathy with jailed for¬ 
mer mayors Leopoldo Lo¬ 
pez and Daniel Ceballos, 
who announced their hun¬ 
ger strike on May 23. 

"We have to be the public 
face,” said 28-year-old Ju¬ 
lio Rivas, who was clammy 
and red-eyed after eight 
days of fasting. “We know 
people can't see Lopez 
and know that he’s wast¬ 
ing away. So we’re taking 
up his cause.” 

Lopez, 44, announced the 
hunger strike via a video 
leaked from a military pris¬ 
on. He has been jailed for 
15 months on charges re¬ 
lated to his role in leading 
sometimes bloody protests 
against Venezuela’s so¬ 
cialist administration in the 
spring of 2014. 

He and Ceballos, 31, are 
demanding the release of 
jailed opposition leaders 
like themselves whom hu¬ 
man rights groups consider 
political prisoners. They 
also are calling on officials 
to set a date for legislative 
elections that the law dic¬ 
tates must be held before 
the end of the year. 

Their families say the men 
are drinking only water 
and a nutrient serum. 


though officials have not 
confirmed this. Lopez’s 
family says he has lost 
more than 10 pounds and 
was brought to a Monday 
court date in an ambu¬ 
lance. Ceballos’ support¬ 
ers say his health also has 
deteriorated. 

Critics of President Nicolas 


Maduro say his adminis¬ 
tration has jailed dozens 
of activists for speaking 
against him. At least three 
other imprisoned opposi¬ 
tion members are reported 
to have joined in the strike. 
Maduro has said he will 
not release the prisoners, 
whom he accuses of con¬ 
spiring to launch a coup 
against his democratically 
elected administration. 
State ombudsman Tarek 
Saab said the two men 
should end their protest 
and not endanger their 
health. 

“There are plenty of op¬ 
portunities to practice poli¬ 
tics in Venezuela,” he said 
in a televised interview 
Monday 


The country’s opposition 
coalition has vacillated in 
the face of this new rallying 
call from the prisoners. It 
declined to endorse a day 
of protest held last week¬ 
end at Lopez’s urging. 
The event drew thousands 
into the streets in the larg¬ 
est display of discontent 


since flaming barricades 
choked Venezuela’s major 
cities in 2014. 

The widespread shortages, 
soaring inflation and wors¬ 
ening violent crime that 
provoked those some¬ 
times deadly protests have 
only worsened in the last 
year and a half, but peo¬ 
ple have been reluctant 
to demonstrate publicly. 
Even the arrest of Cara¬ 
cas’ opposition mayor 
in February sparked only 
muted protests. 

On Thursday, the U.S. State 
Department released a 
statement saying it was 
“deeply troubled” by re¬ 
ports of Ceballos’ health 
deteriorating. It also re¬ 
peated its call for the im¬ 


mediate release of the 
two former mayors “and 
the other political prison¬ 
ers currently in detention in 
Venezuela.” 

A day earlier, the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights urged Venezuela 
to take the unusual step 
of allowing all prisoners on 
hunger strike to confer with 
the doctors of their choice, 
and expressed particular 
worry about Ceballos. 

The nutrient serum the 
hunger strikers are drink¬ 
ing should help preserve 
their health over the short 
term, but they still will run 
serious risks if they continue 
their protest, according 
to Jacob Appel, a doctor 
and bioethicist based at 
the Mount Sinai Hospital in 
New York City. 

"What should not be lost 
upon people is that hun¬ 
ger strikes are dangerous,” 
he said. “Strikers often 
compromise their health 
and sometimes die.” 

If the prisoners continue in 
their strike, the administra¬ 
tion could be faced with a 
difficult choice. Most ma¬ 
jor medical organizations 
condemn forced feeding, 
and consider it a viola¬ 
tion of a physicians’ ethics 
when it is done against a 
prisoner’s wishes. 

At the young people’s en¬ 
campment in a wealthy 
neighborhood in eastern 
Caracas, the protesters 
ranging from 20 to 30 years 
old are passing their days 
and nights sleeping, tex¬ 
ting and reading maga¬ 
zines on a pile of blankets. 
Local health officials said 
that on Thursday they 
would send a paramedic 
to monitor their health 
around the clock. □ 



Students on hunger strike lie on mattresses outside La 
Guadalupe church in Caracas, Venezuela, Thursday, June 4, 
2015. Seven students have spent the past week camped out 
in the front yard of the church drinking nothing but water and 
Pedialyte in sympathy with jailed former mayors Leopoldo 
Lopez and Daniel Ceballos, who announced their hunger strike 


on May 23. 


(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


Guyana fires director, board of state sugar company 


GEORGETOWN, Guyana 
(AP) — Guyana's new 
government has fired the 
director of the Caribbean 
trade bloc's largest sugar¬ 
exporting company and 
ordered its board to resign 
amid financial concerns. 
Authorities will launch 
an official probe into the 
state-owned Guyana 
Sugar Corporation after 
its director said it has only 
enough money to pay its 


security guards. Agricul¬ 
ture Minister Noel Holder 
said in a statement late 
Wednesday. 

“Over the years, GuysuCo 
has been sinking further 
into debt due to ineffec¬ 
tive operations both at 
the financial and produc¬ 
tion levels,” he said. 

An interim committee 
soon will be appointed 
to oversee the company 
for at least six months, ac¬ 


cording to Holder. 

Holder is part of a new ad¬ 
ministration taking shape 
under President David 
Granger, a retired army 
general who took office 
in May and ended a 23- 
year reign by the People's 
Progressive Party. 

Guyana Sugar Corpora¬ 
tion is among a handful 
of Caribbean companies 
still exporting raw sugar to 
Europe, but it has strug¬ 


gled in the past 20 years 
to meet its annual quota. 
Officials have blamed 
a drop in production on 
changing weather pat¬ 
terns, labor shortages, 
strikes, falling internation¬ 
al sugar prices and an 
increase in production 
costs. 

Last year, the government 
of the South American 
country injected $30 mil¬ 
lion into the company.Q 



Honduran leader 
admits campaign 
funds are tainted 

FREDDY CUEVAS 
Associated Press 
TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras 
(AP) — Honduras’ president 
acknowledged this week 
that his election campaign 
received financing from 
businesspeople linked to 
a social security embezzle¬ 
ment and graft scandal 
that has sparked large pro¬ 
tests, but denied any per¬ 
sonal involvement. 
President Juan Orlando 
Hernandez said his Na¬ 
tional Party informed him 
that the funds involved 
10 checks totaling about 
$150,000 in donations dur¬ 
ing his race for the Central 
American nation’s top of¬ 
fice two years ago. 

He said the businesspeo¬ 
ple who gave the checks 
to his party were to blame 
and urged that the funds 
be returned as soon as 
possible. 

“The investigations must 
continue no matter who 
may fall," Hernandez said 
in a televised interview. 
Investigators allege that a 
network led by the then- 
director of the Social Se¬ 
curity Institute fraudulently 
misspent millions of dollars 
on goods and services 
that were marked up more 
than 100 percent, with 
kickbacks paid by busi¬ 
nesses that benefited. At 
least part of the money 
purportedly ended up in 
the hands of the National 
Party. 

On Sunday, the prosecu¬ 
tor heading the case, Ro¬ 
berto Ramirez Aldana, fled 
the country after receiving 
death threats that authori¬ 
ties considered credible. 
Thousands of people who 
organized through social 
media marched in cities 
around the country over 
the weekend to demon¬ 
strate against the scandal, 
with some calling for Her¬ 
nandez to resign. 

The president, whose four- 
year term began in Janu¬ 
ary 2014, waged an ex¬ 
pensive campaign to nar¬ 
rowly defeat Xiomara Cas¬ 
tro, the wife of former Presi¬ 
dent Manuel Zelaya, who 
was ousted in a 2009 coup 
backed by the National 
Party and the military .□ 

















Sail, Snorkel, Swim and Swing with Jolly Pirates 


MALMOK - Jolly Pirates, 
well known for infectious 
fun during sail and snorkel 
cruises, has long been a fa¬ 
vorite activity among Aru¬ 
ba visitors. Word-of-mouth 
approval has translated 
into online praise, and has 
brought Jolly Pirates and its 
crew recognition from Trip 
Advisor ranking Jolly Pirates 
among the top perform¬ 
ing establishments from 
around the world. 

Friendly, athletic deck¬ 
hands will ‘wow’ you 
aboard Jolly Pirates Cruises 
with their hospitality. Once 
aboard the gleaming teak 
decks of the twin 85ft teak 
schooners, the crew will 
charm you with their inter¬ 
active hijinks throughout 
the day. 

Aruba’s most popular 
cruises feature sailing, 
snorkeling, tasty BBQ with 
full-service Open bar and 
rope-swinging good times. 




Jolly Pirates cruises embark 
daily with a bartender who 
circulates, takes your or¬ 
der, and brings your drinks 
to you while you relax and 
enjoy the ride. “You will 


enjoy their mast-climbing 
antics followed by an acro¬ 
batic swing into the sea— 
think Tarzan meets “ma¬ 
rine boy.” When it’s your 
turn grab hold of the rope 


and let loose with your best 
cannonball and remem¬ 
ber to grab hold of your 
swimsuit before you hit the 
water! Frommer’s guide 
recommends “Lucky ladies 


double up with Tarzan-boys 
for a tandem piggyback 
swing that would make 
Jane jealous”. 

Daily sunset sails from 5:30 
- 7:30pm with open bar 
have recently been added 
to the Pirates trajectory, 
offering an informal eve¬ 
ning at sea for a price that 
won’t have you walking 
the plank! 

Jolly Pirates Cruises will 
Board by the Hadicurari 
Pier at Moomba Beach be¬ 


tween the Holiday Inn and 
Marriott. 

Enjoy savings on your ex¬ 
cursion by redeeming the 
Value-Added Tear-Out 
Coupon featured on Page 
6 in the Aruba Today News¬ 
paper! Check out www. 
jolly-pirates.com or give 
the pirates a shout by call¬ 
ing 586-8107 (after hours at 
592-7858) for more informa¬ 
tion and reservations for 
Aruba’s most entertaining 
sea-bound adventure. □ 
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Toth Family Honored by the Aruba Tourism Authority 



PALM BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a very nice 
couple as Ambassadors of 
Goodwill at the MVC Eagle 
Beach Resort. The symbolic 
honorary title is presented 
in the name of the Minis¬ 
ter of Tourism as a token 


of appreciation to guests 
who visit Aruba for 20-to-34 
consecutive years. 

The honoree was Mr. Ken 
and Mrs. Gladys Toth of 
Downingtown, Pennsylva¬ 
nia. Ken and Gladys love 
Aruba very much because 
of the people, the weath¬ 
er, the beaches and the 




r-~ 



restaurants. They say Aruba presented by Ms. Darline S. Manager Mrs. Janine de 

feels like a second home de Cuba representing the Mey, Manager Mrs. Ellen 

and the MVC Eagle Beach Aruba Tourism Authority Scholl, and Reservation 

Resort staff is like family to together with their grand- Manager Mrs. Christy van 

them. The certificate was daughter Tina, Operation Ginneken.Q 


Family First Foundation: 

Stichting Family First is organizing sessions on how to be a Champion Dad! 


RANJESTAD - In connec¬ 
tion with our vision at Fam¬ 
ily First: ‘Healthy families for 
a prosperous Aruba’, this 
year we continue to fo¬ 
cus on the importance of 
healthy relationships. 

We have just held a 5-ses- 
sion course on ‘Strength¬ 
ening Relationships’ which 
we can say was a com¬ 
plete success. Family First 
believes that one of the 
essential keys for achieving 
our goals in life is through 



stable relationships. 

Based on this, we will be 
holding informative ses¬ 
sions during the month of 
June, this time focusing on 
every man who has the 
role of ‘father’ now or in 
the futurem. 

These sessions will focus 
on why fathers are impor¬ 
tant, the different aspects 
of building and reinforcing 
the relationship between 
father and child and many 
more tools to become a 


Champion Father. 

The sessions are slated for 
June 10, 17 and 24, from 
7pm-9pm at Dominicanes- 
senstraat 17, Oranjestad. 
Fee for participation is 
Afl.35.00 (Material includ¬ 
ed): Space is limited - Reg¬ 
ister early! 

For registration please con¬ 
tact: 

Tel. Family First: 584-2555 
Mobile: 690-0288 
Email: info@familyfirstaru- 
ba.orgG 
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Ejoy this new, hot, exciting and very, very 
tasty restaurant to the fullest! 


OPEN DAILY: 

SUNDAY - THURSDAY 08:00 AM - 01:00 AM 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 08:00 AM - 12:00 AM 

NO RESERVATIONS NEEDED 


Your Side or mine? Just come inSide... 

Sidebar, the newest restaurant on Aruba is 
about bourbon and burgers, and way more! 


What’s so special about Sidebar, you might 
ask? Well, for starters, the restaurant menu 
offers a great variety. Breakfast will wake 
you up, lunch will make you sparkle with its 
specials. By the time dinner comes along you 
will be ready for an extraordinary appetizer, a 
superb wrap, a spectacular gourmet burger, a 
freshly caught local fish, a great salad or a 
tender steak. The menu covers all the bases as 
well as the outfield, with the stress on quality. 
Sidebar’s chef is a miracle working in the 
creativity department, so you can always ask 
him to surprise you with his specials. Please 
note the unusual presentation of the dishes 
you ordered: the wizard is at work. 

Sidebar is the newest restaurant on Aruba, 
and oh boy, it is a beauty! Unique in a trendy, 
sassy and sexy way, it is ready to welcome all 
of you. 


Common ground and denominating factor of 
the guests includes the enjoyment of life, in 
particular the good things, such as great 
bistro food, wonderful drinks and a relaxed, 
happy atmosphere. Sidebar is the name of a 
stylish, hip restaurant on the side of the 
Renaissance Marketplace; just hop inside, sit 
at the bar or on the amazing porch and enjoy 
- the party at Sidebar starts at 8 am and goes 
on until midnight. 

At Sidebar you can sit in a booth, on a lounge 
chair, on a bar stool or stand at a cocktail 
table. Side Bar is all about options, so go and 
check it out on the far end comer of the 
Renaissance Marketplace. 


$ >< 

h EOORHET BURGERS 
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To Celebrate Global Donut Day: 

Dunkin’ Donuts Announces Return of Free Donut Offer for Friday, June 5 th ! 



—Dunkin’ Donuts invites 
guests across Latin Amer¬ 
ica and the Caribbean to 
enjoy a free donut with the 
purchase of any beverage 
on June 5 th ! 

ORANJESTAD/CANTON, 

Mass - Dunkin' Donuts, 
one of the world’s leading 
baked goods and coffee 
chains, today announced 
a sweet deal for donut lov¬ 
ers across Latin America 
and the Caribbean. On 
Friday, June 5, participat¬ 
ing Dunkin’ Donuts restau¬ 
rants across the region and 
around the world will offer 
guests a free donut of their 
choice (while supplies last) 
with the purchase of any 
beverage in honor of the 
brand’s third annual Glob¬ 
al Donut Day celebration. 
Certain restrictions apply 
by country. See store for 
details. 

“Global Donut Day is an 
event we look forward 
to every year and we're 
pleased to offer our guests 


around the world this de¬ 
licious promotion for the 
third year in a row,” said 
Chris Fuqua, Vice President, 
Brand Marketing, Global 
Consumer Insights & Prod¬ 
uct Innovation, Dunkin’ 
Brands. “We're always 
looking for ways to surprise 
and delight our guests on a 
global scale, and celebrat¬ 
ing our donut heritage is 
a fun way to do that. Our 
donuts bring happiness 
to our guests, so we hope 
our brand’s offer of a free 
donut with the purchase 
of any beverage on June 
5th spreads even more joy 
worldwide.” 

The special Global Donut 
Day offer for a free donut 
with the purchase of any 
beverage is available at 
participating Dunkin’ Do¬ 
nuts restaurants across the 
region in Aruba, The Ba¬ 
hamas, Chile, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Guatemala, Flon- 
duras, Panama and Peru. 
Certain restrictions apply 
by country. See store for 


details. 

In addition, participating 
Dunkin’ Donuts restaurants 
around the world will also 
be featuring a delicious 
Smiley Face Donut to cel¬ 
ebrate the smiles donuts 
bring to peoples’ faces. 
The Smiley Face Donut is 
a filled yeast shell donut 
decorated with an ador¬ 
able smiley face. Fillings for 
the donut will vary by mar¬ 
ket to cater to local tastes, 
and include fillings such as 
Jelly, Bavarian Kreme and 
Chocolate Kreme. 

This year. Dunkin’ Donuts 
is also giving guests world¬ 
wide the ability to choose 
the donut that best repre¬ 
sents their positive state of 
mind, with the addition of 
Emoticon Donuts. Accom¬ 
panying the Smiley Face 
Donut, guests will have 
additional smile designs 
to choose from, including 
a delicious Wink Donut. 
Emoticon Donuts are the 
perfect way to share smiles 
on Global Donut Day and 


throughout the 
month of June. 

For 65 years. 

Dunkin' Do¬ 
nuts has been 
a leader in the 
donut category, 
and last year 
sold more than 
2.8 billion donuts 
and MUNCPI- 
KINS® donut hole 
treats at its more 
than 11,300 res¬ 
taurants in 36 
countries around 
the world. It of¬ 
fers an extensive variety of 
delicious and creative do¬ 
nuts, including beloved fla¬ 
vors such as Boston Kreme, 
Glazed and Chocolate 
Frosted. 

About Dunkin’ Donuts 
Founded in 1950, Dunkin’ 
Donuts is America’s fa¬ 
vorite all-day, everyday 
stop for coffee and baked 
goods. Dunkin’ Donuts is a 
market leader in the hot 
regular/decaf/flavored 
coffee, iced coffee, do¬ 


nut, bagel and muffin cat¬ 
egories. Dunkin’ Donuts has 
earned the No. 1 ranking 
for customer loyalty in the 
coffee category by Brand 
Keys for nine years running. 
The company has more 
than 11,300 restaurants in 
37 countries worldwide. 
Based in Canton, Mass., 
Dunkin’ Donuts is part of 
the Dunkin’ Brands Group, 
Inc. (Nasdaq: DNKN) fam¬ 
ily of companies. For more 
information, visit www.Dun- 
kinDonuts.com.□ 
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Located at RIU Palace Antilles 
■ Phone: 525-7777 
“Formerly Weslin Resort" 


3-4-5 TIMES ODDS 
POKER ROOM 
DACCARAT 




Nightly Live Entertainment in the Red Piano Lounge 

ARUBA'S FAMOUS POKER ROOIV| 
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Aruba Tourism Authority Honors Group of Loyal Guests! 



PALM BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a group of 
loyal and friendly visitors of 
Aruba at the Aruba Beach 
Club as Distinguished Visi¬ 
tors and Ambassadors of 
Goodwill. The symbolic 
honorary title is presented 
in the name of the Minis¬ 
ter of Tourism as a token 
of appreciation to guests 
who visit Aruba for 10-to- 
19 or 20-to-34 consecu¬ 
tive years. The honorees 
were Mr. Thomas and Mrs. 
Cynthia Cataldo of Oak 
Bridge, New Jersey, and 
Mr. James and Mrs. Allison 
Wood of Connecticut. 

The honorees are loyal 
members of the Aruba 
Beach Club and they love 
Aruba very much because 


of the friendly people, the 
weather, the beaches and 
the restaurants, and be¬ 
cause being on Aruba is 
like being in paradise for 
them! The certificates were 


presented by Ms. Darline 
S. de Cuba representing 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity together with Mrs. Ke- 
nia Brito from the Activities 
Departments 
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AL Capsules 
Tanaka strong 
in 

return, Yankees 
sweep Mariners 
with 3-1 win 

The Associated Press 
YANKEES 3, MARINERS 1 
SEATTLE (AP) — Garrett 
Jones and Mark Teixeira 
homered, Masahiro Tana¬ 
ka gave up one run over 
seven innings in his return 
from the disabled list, and 
the Yankees completed a 
three-game sweep. 

Jones homered for the 
second straight day, hit¬ 
ting a two-run shot in the 
fourth inning off Seattle 
starter Taijuan Walker (2- 
6). Jones hit a three-run 
home run in the 11th in¬ 
ning of the Yankees’ 5-3 
victory Tuesday night. 
Teixeira added his second 
home run of the series 
and his 16th of the sea¬ 
son, hitting a solo shot in 
the second inning that just 
eluded leaping right field¬ 
er Seth Smith at the wall. 
Tanaka (3-1) made his 
first start in more than a 
month and did not miss a 
beat. Despite being on an 
80-pitch limit in his return, 
Tanaka got through sev¬ 
en innings without even 
reaching the 80-pitch 
mark, throwing just 78 
pitches in handing the 
Mariners their fifth straight 
loss. 

RED SOX 6 , TWINS 3, 1st 

game; TWINS 2, RED SOX 
0, 2nd game 

BOSTON (AP) — Trevor 
May allowed two hits over 
seven innings to lift the 
Minnesota to a split of a 
day-night doubleheader. 
In the first game, Boston’s 
Eduardo Rodriguez fol¬ 
lowed up his brilliant ma¬ 
jor league debut by al¬ 
lowing one run and two 
hits in seven innings.Q 


Continued on page 19 
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Tiger Woods watches his tee shot on the 11th hole during 
the first round of the Memorial golf tournamen ttTnurs dq^ 
June 4, 2015, in Dublin, Ohio. 
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French Open 

III Williams comes back again to reach final 


HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
PARIS (AP) — At change- 
overs in her French Open 
semifinal an ill Serena Wil¬ 
liams walked ever so slow¬ 
ly to the sideline, where 
even lowering herself to sit 
seemed difficult. 

With the temperature near¬ 
ing 85 degrees (30 Celsius), 
she pressed white towels 
filled with ice against her 
forehead and neck and 
guzzled water. 

Early on, her play was as 
poor as her health. She failed 
to chase balls she normally 
would. As telling as any¬ 
thing: On those occasions 
when she did win points, Wil¬ 
liams mostly refrained from 
her familiar fist pumps and 
yells of “Come on!” 

Never can count her out. 


though, no matter the cir¬ 
cumstances. Down a set 
and a break Thursday, and 
clearly not herself, Williams 
summoned the resolve to 
reach the final by beating 
23rd-seeded Timea Bacsinsz- 
ky of Switzerland 4-6, 6-3, 6-0. 
After getting broken to fall 
behind 3-2 in the second set, 
Williams claimed the final 10 
games. She had a 12-2 edge 
in winners in the final set. 
“Stunning,” said Williams’ 
coach, Patrick Mourato- 
glou. “This is the difference 
between champions and 
everyone else. There is no 
logical explanation.” 
Mouratoglou said the No. 
1-ranked Williams has been 
dealing for several days with 
the flu, including a fever and 
difficulty breathing. 

Williams skipped her news 


conference — something 
sister Venus did after losing 
last week, drawing a $3,000 
fine — and issued a state¬ 
ment reading: “I have been 
feeling unwell for a few 
days, and ... I needed to see 
the tournament doctor.” 
Now one victory from her 
third French Open champi¬ 
onship and 20th major title 
in all, Williams faces 13th- 
seeded Lucie Safarova of 
the Czech Republic on Sat¬ 
urday. 

“I tried everything. I thought 
if I lose, I will lose with a 
fight,” Williams told crowd 
in French. “I tried, I tried. I 
found the energy. I don’t 
know where, but I found it. 
And I won. I hope that on 
Saturday, I hope ...” 

Cutting herself off, she 
stepped away from the mi¬ 



www.spazioaruba.com 
T: +297 593.7070 - +297 588.3339 
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Serena Williams of the U.S. plays the match ball to win her 
semifinal match of the French Open tennis tournament against 
Timea Bacsinszky of Switzerland in three sets 4-6, 6-3, 6-0, at 
the Roland Garros stadium, in Paris, France, Thursday, June 4, 
2015. Associated Press 


crophone, bent over and 
began coughing. She of¬ 
fered a quick wave, col¬ 
lected her things and left. 
Off the court, she got a hug 
from Mouratoglou, who 
helped her down stairs to¬ 
ward the locker room. 

“I was worried,” said Wil¬ 
liams’ mother, Oracene 
Price. “But I knew if she 
could get through the sec¬ 
ond set, somehow maybe 
the adrenaline and God 
would help her get through 
the match.” 

Next comes Williams’ 24th 
Grand Slam final, and Safa¬ 
rova’s first. In her statement, 
Williams called herself “de¬ 
termined to be 100 percent 
ready.” 

The left-handed Safaro¬ 
va eliminated defending 
champion Maria Sharapova 
in the fourth round and 2008 
champion Ana Ivanovic 7-5, 
7-5 on Thursday. 

Williams won her semifinal 
despite dropping the first 
set for the fourth time in six 
matches. She’d never fash¬ 
ioned that many come¬ 
backs during one major 
tournament. 

When this one was over, fi¬ 
nally over, Williams leaned 
forward and rested her 
head on her hands atop the 
handle of her upside-down 
racket. 


Bacsinszky — who said she 
noticed Williams “was taking 
some time between points” 
but tried to focus on herself 
— was asked how her own 
mistakes contributed to the 
result. 

“We say in French: ‘If we 
could put Paris in a bottle.’ 
Like, I could say, ‘If, if, if. If my 
forehand was in. If I would 
maybe choose another tac¬ 
tic,”’ Bacsinszky said. 
Bacsinszky wiped away 
tears as she left the court, 
her magical run abruptly 
done. She never had been 
past the second round in 
Paris — or the third round at 
any major. 

Two years ago, she took a 
hiatus from tennis to work 
at restaurants with an eye 
toward pursuing a degree 
in hotel management. Last 
year, she was ranked 112th 
and went through qualifying 
at the French Open. 

This year, equipped with a 
dangerous backhand and 
an affinity for drop shots, 
Bacsinszky beat two-time 
Wimbledon champion Petra 
Kvitova in the fourth round 
and lost a tournament-low 
33 games entering Thursday. 
She was 7-0 in her French 
Open career when taking 
the first set. Ah, but none 
of those matches came 
against Williams.O 
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Get a FREE Alhambra T-Shirt 

when you earn 250 Points today 
with your Alhambra Advantage Card! 


Alhainbij Hal 
may be 
substituted 
for T-Shirl. 




THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

0 'ferintj a wide variety of Retail £ Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Gaskin Robbins 1 Dunkin Donuts Fusion Piano £ Wine Gar 
Juan Valdez Cole | Subway | R-Glass | Shalorn Body and Soul Spa 
Hollywood Smokehouse | Hungry Piranha | Aruba Aloe 
Bijaux Terner Boulique The lazy Lizard | The Market 
TOF Twi-sl of Flavors 



Open daily 1 Oam to 4am * ji. Irausquin Blvd #47 
593.5000* tcsinaclhamhfa.com 




New York Yankees starting pitcher Masahiro Tanaka throws 
against the Seattle Mariners in the first inning of a baseball 
game, Wednesday, June 3, 2015, in Seattle. 

Associated Press 
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May (4-3) only allowed run¬ 
ners in the third inning. With 
two outs, Carlos Peguero 
singled and took third on a 
double by Dustin Pedroia, 
his fifth hit of the double- 
header. But Brock Holt 
grounded out. 

May struck out nine and al¬ 
lowed no walks. Glen Per¬ 
kins pitched the ninth for his 
major league-leading 20th 
save in as many chances. 
Boston’s Rick Porcello (4-5) 
rebounded from two starts 
in which he gave up 13 runs 
in 11 1/3 innings. Against 
the Twins, he allowed two 
runs and five hits with five 
strikeouts and no walks in 
eight innings. 

Rodriguez (2-0) allowed just 
a solo homer by Brian Dozi¬ 
er in the third and an infield 
single by Danny Santana in 
the sixth. Rodriguez struck 
out seven and walked two 
before Alexi Ogando gave 
up a two-run homer to Ed¬ 
uardo Escobar in the ninth. 
The Red Sox scored five 
runs in 4 1/3 innings against 


Phil Hughes (4-5). Mike Na¬ 
poli added a solo homer, 
his ninth of the season, in 
the seventh against Mi¬ 
chael Tonkin, making it 6-1. 
ASTROS 3, ORIOLES 1 
HOUSTON (AP) — Rookie 
Lance McCullers allowed 
one run in a complete 
game, Chris Carter pro¬ 
vided the offense with 
two homers and Houston 
picked up another win. 
They are off to the best start 
in franchise history with an 


American League-best 34- 
20 record. 

Carter homered in the sec¬ 
ond and fifth innings and 
George Springer added a 
solo shot in the sixth inning 
as the Astros improved to 
21-0 when hitting multiple 
homers this season. 

In his fourth career start, 
McCullers (2-0) yielded four 
hits and struck out a career- 
best 11 to lower his ERA to 
1.88. McCullers hadn't 
lasted more than six innings 


entering the game. He re¬ 
tired 15 in a row before a 
single by Adam Jones with 
two outs in the ninth, but 
he struck out Chris Davis to 
end the game. 

Baltimore starter Miguel 
Gonzalez (5-4) struck out 
eight and allowed just four 
hits. 

RAYS 6 , ANGELS 5, 10 IN¬ 
NINGS 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Kevin Kiermaier led off the 
10th inning with a home 
run after rookies Joey Butler 
and Steven Souza Jr. went 
deep to account for all the 
scoring in Tampa Bay’s five- 
run sixth. 

Rays closer Brad Boxberg- 
er, born in nearby Fullerton, 
entered in the eighth look¬ 
ing for his first four-out save 
in the majors. He struck out 
Matt Joyce to strand a run¬ 
ner at third, but gave up 
the tying run in the ninth 
on Erick Aybar's sacrifice fly 
after getting ahead in the 
count 0-2. 

The Angels called on closer 
Huston Street (2-2), and his 
2-1 pitch was driven deep 
into the right-field seats 


by Kiermaier for his fourth 
homer of the season. 

The blown save was the first 
in 16 opportunities this sea¬ 
son for Boxberger (3-3). 
ATHLETICS 6, TIGERS 1 
DETROIT (AP) — Sonny Gray 
pitched eight shutout in¬ 
nings and Billy Burns hit 
a bases-loaded triple as 
Oakland handed Detroit its 
sixth straight loss. 

Gray (7-2) had the Tigers 
beating the ball into the 
ground all game, with 
Oakland’s outfielders only 
making one putout while 
he was on the mound. He 
struck out seven and al¬ 
lowed two singles and a 
walk. 

Anibal Sanchez (3-7) al¬ 
lowed four runs, five hits 
and four walks in seven in¬ 
nings. After striking out 20 
batters in his previous two 
starts, he only had one 
against Oakland. 

In the second inning, Oak¬ 
land loaded the bases on 
a double and two walks, 
and Burns took an inside 
pitch the other way for a 
three-run triple.Q 
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Lunch & Dinner 

Located in the lower 
lobby of the hotel. 
Please use side entrance 
in parking lot. 


Matsuyama, Van Pelt tied at Memorial Woods 9 behind 



Bo Van Pelt tees off on the ninth hole during the first round of 
the Memorial golf tournament, Thursday, June 4,2015, in Dublin, 
Ohio. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
DUBLIN, Ohio (AP) — Hideki 
Matsuyama was bracing 
for a rough day at the Me¬ 
morial and wound up with 
a share of the lead Thurs¬ 
day. 

Tiger Woods still doesn't 
know what to expect. 
Matsuyama made a bold 
start in his bid to join Woods 
as the only repeat winners 
at Muirfield Village by run¬ 
ning off four straight birdies 
on the back nine and one 
strong par save on his way 
to an 8-under 64 that tied 
the Japanese star with Bo 
Van Pelt. 
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“To be honest with you, up 
until yesterday I was not 
hitting the ball very well, I 
was not chipping very well, 

I was not putting very well," 
Matsuyama said through 
a translator. “And I don't 
know what happened 
overnight. We just caught 
magic.” 

It was a dream start for Van 
Pelt for other reasons. He 
grew up across the state 
line in Indiana and used to 
play hooky from school to 
attend the Memorial from 
the time he was 10 until 
he got out of high school. 
Muirfield Village is where he 
first dreamed about play¬ 
ing the PGA Tour. In calm 
conditions under an over¬ 
cast sky. Van Pelt made a 
career-best 10 birdies for 
his best score in 41 rounds 
at the course Jack Nicklaus 
built. 

“Other than the Masters, 
this tournament means 
more to me than any one 
I’ve ever played," Van Pelt 
said. “So it's always good 
to play well around a place 
that means a lot to you.” 
Woods, a five-time winner 
of the Memorial, wasn’t 
sure what he was going to 
get. He hooked his tee shot 
and started with a bogey 
for the eighth time in his 
last nine starts on the PGA 
Tour. He went so far right 
off the tee at the 18th that 
it went out-of-bounds (the 
next tee shot wasn’t much 
better) and made double 
bogey to go out in 40. He 
hooked his 3-wood on the 
first hole. It was looking like 
another big number. 
Instead, Woods battled 
to save pars and convert 
birdies, and he salvaged a 
73 that left him nine shots 
behind. 

“Physically, I feel good. 
Mentally, I feel beat up,” 
Woods said. “To turn that 
round around like I did to¬ 
day ... that was hard.” 

He was determined to stick 


with the changes he is 
making to his swing under 
a fourth coach as a pro, no 
matter how long it takes. 
Considering he hasn’t had 
a top 10 in his last 13 events 
dating to the end of 2013, 
this could take time. 

“I was just trying to stay 
committed to what we’re 
working on, to what we’re 
doing,” he said. “I hit it aw¬ 
ful, yeah. So what? I was 
going to go through this 
phase and stick with it, 
keep sticking with it. And 
some of the shots I hit were 
really, really good. But then 
I also had some really bad 
shots, too. And we need to 
work on that.” 

Matsuyama won the Me¬ 
morial last year in a playoff. 
It was his first win in America 
and validated him as one 
of the many rising stars in 
golf. He said every course 
on the PGA Tour feels diffi¬ 
cult to him, and even when 
he made a pair of 15-foot 
birdie putts on his way to a 
32 on the front nine while 
playing with Phil Mickelson 
(72) and Rickie Fowler (72), 
he wasn’t comfortable. 

“I was just trying to hang 
on,” he said. 

So was Jason Dufner, the 
former PGA champion, 
whose tied for eighth last 
week at the AT&T Byron 
Nelson ended a stretch of 
17 events on American soil 
without a top 10. He was 
tied for the lead after mak¬ 
ing a 60-foot eagle putt on 
the 15th hole and was still 
poised to join Matsuyama 
and Van Pelt at 64 until 
he pulled his tee shot into 
the water on the 18th and 
closed with a double bo¬ 
gey. 

That put him at 66, along 
with Russell Knox, who 
fed his putts off the ridges 
beautifully in making seven 
birdies. 

Harris English and Kevin Kis- 
ner were among those at 
67. □ 












Blackhawks rally to stun 
Tampa Bay 2-1 in Final opener 


GREG BEACHAM 
AP Hockey Writer 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Al¬ 
though Teuvo Teravainen 
has been with the Chicago 
Blackhawks for just a few 
months, the 20-year-old 
Finn already fits in perfectly 
on a veteran club with a 
knack for big-game great¬ 
ness. 

And when Chicago’s stars 
couldn't crack the Tampa 
Bay Lightning's defense for 
the first 53 minutes of the 
Stanley Cup Final opener, 
Teravainen stepped up in 
dramatic fashion to put the 
Blackhawks on top. 
Teravainen and Antoine 
Vermette scored 1:58 apart 
late in the third period, and 
the Blackhawks rallied to 
stun the Tampa Bay Light¬ 
ning 2-1 on Wednesday 
night. 

Corey Crawford made 22 
saves for the Blackhawks, 
who opened the final series 
in their quest for their third 
NHL title in six seasons with 
more of the clutch offen¬ 
sive play on which they’ve 
built a championship team 
— but they didn't get it 
from Jonathan Toews or 
Patrick Kane this time. 
Instead, it was their young¬ 
est player, one who was 
more worried about public 
speaking than very public 
scoring. 

“When I scored the goal, 
the first thing (I thought) 
was, ‘Oh no, I have to go 
out in the media after the 
game,"' Teravainen said. 
Teravainen scored through 
traffic with 6:32 to play, and 
he forced the turnover that 
led to Vermette's winner 
with 4:34 left. Just like that, 
the Blackhawks erased 
Tampa Bay’s home-ice ad¬ 
vantage and silenced an 
Amalie Arena crowd cel¬ 
ebrating Tampa Bay’s first 
trip to the Final since win¬ 
ning the 2004 title. 

“It's pretty amazing," Tera¬ 
vainen said. “I know we 
have a great team. We 
have a lot of experience, 
but myself. I’m a young guy 
here, so I try to bring some 
energy. Tampa Bay is a re¬ 
ally great team. It’s a fast 
game out there. You have 
to be ready.” 


Game 2 is Saturday night in 
Tampa. 

With Toews and Kane off 
the ice and the clock dwin¬ 
dling, the Blackhawks’ sup¬ 
porting players delivered. 
And after 2 1/2 periods of 
strong defense, the Light¬ 
ning felt they got exces¬ 
sively cautious — Chica¬ 
go’s persistence finally was 
rewarded in dramatic fash¬ 
ion. 

Shortly after Crawford 
stopped Ryan Callahan 
on a breakaway, Marcus 
Kruger and Valtteri Filppula 
provided screens in front 
of goalie Ben Bishop, who 
never saw Teravainen's 
shot for his third goal of the 
postseason. 

Teravainen then forced a 
turnover by J.T. Brown in the 
Lightning zone. Vermette 
collected the bouncing 
puck in the slot and beat 
Bishop in the top right cor¬ 
ner for his third goal. 
Teravainen is the youngest 
player to have a multipoint 
game in the Stanley Cup 
Final since a 19-year-old 
Jaromir Jagr did it for Pitts¬ 
burgh in 1991. 

“He's growing more con¬ 
fident every game," Mar¬ 
ian Hossa said. “He doesn't 
seem to have a heartbeat. 
He's so calm. He’s Finnish 
cold.” 

Vermette joined Teravain¬ 
en as an unlikely hero, pro¬ 
viding a timely return on 
the Blackhawks’ much-de¬ 
bated decision to acquire 
him from Arizona at the 
trade deadline. 

“We got better as the 
game went on,” Chicago 
coach Joel Quenneville 
said. “Huge goal through 
traffic, and then a nice shot 
by Vermy. Turned out to be 
a great third period.... Find¬ 
ing a way to win is what this 
team is all about.” 

Bishop stopped 19 shots 
and Alex Killorn scored in 
the opening minutes for 
Tampa Bay, which ap¬ 
peared to be closing in on 
a gritty shutout victory. 

“For most of the game, we 
saw we can hang, and we 
can be better,” Tampa 
Bay captain Steven Stam- 
kos said. “You’ve got to go 
through these situations to 


learn from fhem. It comes 
down to the small details, 
and it comes down to a 
bounce.” 

In his first game since shut¬ 
ting out the Rangers at 
Madison Square Garden to 
win the East title, the 6-foot- 
7 Bishop and his defense 
were a few minutes away 
from his third shutout in four 
games. 

In fact, Tampa Bay ap¬ 
peared to frustrate the 
Blackhawks to the point of 
bifing: Lightning defense- 
man Victor Hedman be¬ 
lieves Chicago’s Andrew 
Shaw bit him on the torso 
during a scrum after the 
whistle in the second peri¬ 
od. Hedman lifted his jersey 
on the bench to show the 
bruise. 

“We really didn't give them 
much the entire game,” 
Tampa Bay coach Jon 
Cooper said. “Could we 
have made a few more 
poised plays? I guess we 
could have. But we had 
chances to put them 
away, and that was letting 
them hang around.” 

The winner of Game 1 has 
won the Cup in 58 of fhe 
lasf 75 Finals since 1939, in¬ 
cluding the last three. 
Chicago roared into its 
third Final under Quennev¬ 
ille and its 13th overall af¬ 
ter outlasting Anaheim in 
a memorable seven-game 
conference final. A roster 
loaded with champion- 
ship-winning players and 
veteran talent made the 
Blackhawks most observ¬ 
ers’ favorite in this series 
despite questions about a 
defense relying heavily on 
just four players, including 
tireless star Duncan Keith, 
who played 29 minutes, 15 
seconds against the Light¬ 
ning. 

After a stirring pregame 
celebration of fhe Light¬ 
ning's return to the Final 
11 years after winning their 
only title, they opened with 
a noticeable jump on the 
Blackhawks. Killorn, the first 
Harvard product to score 
in a Final, needed just 4:31 
to get the Lightning on top 
with an exceptional back¬ 
hand redirect of Anton 
Stralman’s shot. □ 
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Chicago Blackhawks center Jonathan Toews (19), front, skates 
around Tampa Bay Lightning center Brian Boyle (11) as goalie 
Ben Bishop (50), left, defends the net, during the second period 
in Game 1 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Final in Tampa, Fla., 
Wednesday, June 3, 2015. Associated Press 
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JUDE LAW | ROSE BYRNE 


WITH SPANISH SUBTITLES [D 

MON-THURS 4:05 | 6:40 | 9:15 
FRI 4:05 | 6:40 | 9:15 | 11:50 
SAT 1:50 | 4:05 | 6:40 | 9:15 | 11:50 
SUN & HOL 1:50 | 4:05 | 6:40 | 9:15 


MON-THURS 5:25 | 8:00 
FRI 5:25 | 8:00 | 10:35 
SAT 2:50 | 5:25 | 8:00 | 10:35 
SUN & HOL 2:50 | 5:25 | 8:00 
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MON-THURS 5:05 | 7:20 | 9:35 
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GEORGE CLOONEY | BRITT ROBERTSON SAM ROCKWELL | ROSEMARIE DEWITT 


TOMORROWLAND 


WITH SPANISH SUBTITLES [PG] 

MON-THURS 4:00 | 6:20 | 9:05 
FRI 4:00 | 6:20 | 9:05 
SAT 3:35 | 6:20 | 9:05 
SUN & HOL 3:35 | 6:20 | 9:05 


POLTERGEIST 


WITH SPANISH SUBTITLES 


IPG-131 
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SUN & HOL 2:55 | 5:10 | 7:25 | 9:40 
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Gatlin clocks 9.75 in winning 100m at Golden Gala 


ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
ROME (AP) — Justin Gatlin 
came within 0.01 seconds 
of his world-leading time 
in the 100 meters, clocking 
9.75 at the Golden Gala on 
Thursday. 

Then the American de¬ 
clared he could approach 
Usain Bolt’s world record of 
9.58 at the world champi¬ 
onships in Beijing in August. 
“I feel confident running 
times around 9.70,” Gatlin 
said. "9.60 should be pos¬ 
sible in summer.” 

With the wind in his fa¬ 
vor, Gatlin finished several 
strides ahead of the rest of 
the field then flexed his bi¬ 
ceps for photographers in 
the finish area. 

Running strong all the way 
to the finish despite his lead, 
Gatlin took one tick off the 
clock from Bolt’s meet re¬ 
cord of 9.76 set in 2012. 
European indoor cham¬ 
pion Jimmy Vicaut crossed 
second in 9.98, and Gat¬ 
lin’s fellow American, Mike 
Rodgers, was third with the 
same time. 

Gatlin clocked 9.74 sec¬ 
onds in the Diamond 
League opener on May 
15 in the sweltering heat 
of Doha, Qatar. Only four 
sprinters have ever run fast¬ 
er, including Bolt, who set 
9.58 in 2009. 

“The key thing to keep win¬ 
ning is to not think about it,” 


Gatlin said. “I do not think 
of beating Usain Bolt now 
because the champion¬ 
ship is not tomorrow. We still 
have some time.” 

Also in the fourth stop of the 
Diamond League, Olympic 


champion Sally Pearson of 
Australia sustained a bro¬ 
ken left wrist after hitting 
the fifth obstacle in the 100 
hurdles. She will undergo 
surgery in Rome early Fri¬ 
day. 

Organizers said Pearson 
was taken to the local 
Gemelli Hospital, and her 
manager, Sydney-based 


Robert Joske, later con¬ 
firmed to The Associated 
Press that she sustained 
two fractures to her wrist 
and a dislocation. 

"She's been given pain 
medication, and is being 


seen by one of the top 
orthopedic surgeons in 
Rome," Joske said on Fri¬ 
day. “What that means for 
fhe rest of the season, we 
don't know. At least it’s not 
her legs. And she is a fight¬ 
er.” 

The world championships, 
where Pearson is defend¬ 
ing champion in the hur¬ 


dles, begin on Aug. 22 in 
Beijing. 

American rival Brianna Roll¬ 
ins also failed fo finish, while 
Sharika Nelvis of the United 
States won in a personal- 
best 12.52. 


“I ran my own race and 
didn't see any of fhose 
falls,” Nelvis said. 

Emerging Cuban stand¬ 
out Pedro Pablo Pichardo 
leaped 17.96 in the triple 
jump to break Jonathan 
Edwards’ meet record of 
17.60 sef in 1998. Pichardo 
earned fhe year’s besf 
jump of 18.08 last week. 


Renaud Lavillenie won 
the pole vault at 5.91 but 
failed in three attempts to 
clear 6.01. He was far off 
his world-leading 6.05 in Eu¬ 
gene, Oregon, last week¬ 
end. Two-time European 
champion Ruth Beitia of 
Spain beat a stellar field in 
fhe high jump af 2.00. Cro¬ 
atian standout Blanka Vlas- 
ic finished second at 1.97, 
and appeared content 
after three injury-plagued 
seasons. 

Vlasic wiggled a little 
dance after clearing 1.94 
on her third try then un¬ 
leashed a fist pump when 
she made 1.97 on her first 
attempt. 

Olympic champion Anna 
Chicherova settled for sixth 
at 1.94. 

Jeneba Tarmoh of the Unit¬ 
ed States won the women's 
200 in 22.77 after Olym¬ 
pic 100-meter champion 
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce 
withdrew. 

Also, Johnny Dutch won 
the 400 hurdles in 48.13, 
edging fellow American 
and Olympic silver medalist 
Michael Tinsley by 0.21. 

The 17-year-old world junior 
champion Yomif Kejelcha 
of Ethiopia won the men's 
5,000 in 12:58.39, the year's 
best time. And Moham¬ 
med Aman, another Ethio¬ 
pian, clocked 1:43.56 in the 
800 for another fastest time 
of the year.Q 



Justin Gatlin, of the United States, left, runs alongside France's Jimmy Vicaut to win the men's 
100m event at the Golden Gala IAAF athletic meeting, in Rome’s Olympic stadium, Thursday, 
June 4, 2015. Associated Press 
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Hollywood dipping toes into virtual reality worlds 



In this March 26, 2015 photo, a woman demonstrates the Oculus virtual reality headset at the 
Facebook F8 Developers Conference in San Francisco. Associated Press 


150,000 goggles as test 


RYAN NAKASHIMA 
AP Business Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Vir¬ 
tual reality is creeping into 
our world. 

Once seen as a tool for 
alien-blasting gamers, 
movie studios, television 
producers and artists are 
now adopting the technol¬ 
ogy, which immerses peo¬ 
ple in faraway realms using 
bulky goggles, house-sized 
domes, and smartphones. 
Entering a virtual world 
means that users who look 
left, right, up or behind 
experience an alternate 
environment, even when 
they're sitting in a theater 
or on a couch. 

It means a horror movie 
can be promoted with a 
haunted house tour featur¬ 
ing a mass murderer who 
can spring from anywhere. 
Or a shark documentary 
enhanced by the sensa¬ 
tion that you're being cir¬ 
cled by predators. 

“What's better for jump 
scares than, like, turning 
your head and it's right in 
your face?” says Matt Lip- 
son, senior vice president 
of digital marketing at Fo¬ 
cus Features. 

Virtual reality may not ap¬ 
pear at your local multiplex 
soon, but it’s being used to 
lure you there. 

Universal’s Focus Features 
recently launched its first 
virtual-reality experience 
for movies, promoting the 
upcoming release of its 
“Insidious: Chapter 3” hor¬ 
ror flick. It's driving a truck 
around the country, inviting 
fans to wear virtual-reality 
goggles. It's also sent out 
thousands of movie-brand¬ 
ed Google Cardboard kits, 
which fold around smart¬ 
phones to turn them into 
primitive VR viewers. Fans 
can download the app 
from Google Play, or the 
App Store, to make it work. 
In the “Insidious” VR ex¬ 


perience, viewers sit in a 
haunted house across from 
a psychic. Various scares 
appear from the right and 
left and, in the end, there 
is a close-up encounter 
with an undead serial killer 
known as the Bride in Black. 
Lionsgate used a similar 
approach for its “Insur¬ 
gent” movie. It applied VR 
to try to widen the film’s fan 
base beyond young wom¬ 
en, to male fans of action 
movies. Using VR was one 
way to appeal to gamers, 
who are mostly men and 
are expected to be the first 
buyers of VR headsets. 

VR remains the realm of 
promotion. But content 
created now or for future 
films could also build value 
for home video products 
as more VR headsets are 
sold, Lipson says. 

And the number of outlets 
for virtual reality is increas¬ 
ing. 

Oculus VR, the company 
Facebook bought for $2 
billion and a leader in the 
VR headset market, is ex¬ 
pected to start shipping 
a consumer version early 
next year. It's already sold 


units for content develop¬ 
ers. Samsung, meanwhile, 
is selling Gear VR, which 
works with Galaxy S6 smart¬ 
phones. Sony will release a 
consumer version of its Proj¬ 
ect Morpheus, which con¬ 
nects to its PlayStation 4, in 
the first half of next year. 
Oculus’s goal is to get 
headsets into as many 
hands as possible, says 
co-founder and head of 
product Nate Mitchell. The 
company set up a division 
of experimental filmmakers 
called Oculus Story Studio 
to help other filmmakers 
learn how to create VR 
video. 

“Our goal is making the Rift 
(headset) and virtual real¬ 
ity affordable," say Mitch¬ 
ell, adding that he hopes 
it “becomes a technol¬ 
ogy that truly changes the 
world." 

Facebook is testing what 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg calls 
“spherical video,” or a flat 
representation of immer¬ 
sive content that could be 
navigable by mouse on 
its website. Google’s You¬ 
Tube launched support 


for “360-degree video” on 
Chrome browsers and An¬ 
droid phones in March and 
is providing VR camera rigs 
for its partners at its six stu¬ 
dios. Fold-up Google Card¬ 
board units can be bought 
online for as little as $2.46. 
Discovery Communica¬ 
tions is also planning to 
launch VR content under 
the Discovery Virtual brand 
in August. 


Teams are already shoot¬ 
ing off the Bahamas in 
preparation for “Shark 
Week” in July, says Conal 
Byrne, Discovery’s senior 
vice president of digital 
media. Fans of the series 
are used to watching the 
circling predators from in¬ 
side a protective cage. But 
virtual reality would height¬ 
en the fear factor, as sharks 
could cruise by while your 
head is turned elsewhere. 
“This feels like the perfect 
opportunity for virtual real¬ 
ity to say, ‘Now let's really 
put you inside this world,’” 
Byrne says. 

Part of the experiment is 
seeing what works cre¬ 
atively, including not mak¬ 
ing people sick. The other 
part is trying to determine 
how to make virtual reality 
a business, Byrne says. That 
could include advertising, 
putting commercial prod¬ 
ucts inside virtual worlds, 
and giving fans another 
reason to watch TV shows. 
“The pressure for revenue 
comes second,” Byrne 
says. “The first goal is, ‘Is 
there a meaningful con¬ 
tent experience here for 


fans?'"a 
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Wall Street closes down as Greece talks remain stuck 


MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Un¬ 
certainty surrounding 
Greece’s debts helped 
knock the U.S. stock mar¬ 
ket lower Thursday as an 
impasse between Greece 
and its creditors dragged 
on. The drop put major in¬ 
dexes on track for a weekly 
loss. Oil and gas stocks had 
some of the biggest losses 
as the price of crude sank 
3 percent. 

Major indexes headed low¬ 
er at the outset of trading, 
briefly returned to the start¬ 
ing line, then lost ground 
throughout the afternoon. 
Hank Smith, chief invest¬ 
ment officer at Haverford 
Trust, said he thinks Greece 
and its creditors will even- 



Trader Richard Cohen, center, works on the floor of the New 
York Stock Exchange. Uncertainty surrounding Greece’s debts 
helped knock the U.S. stock market lower Thursday as an im¬ 
passe between Greece and its creditors dragged on. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 

tually reach an agreement receive new loans. But just 
that allows the country to the possibility that Greece 


could default on its debts 
and become the first coun¬ 
try to drop the euro cur¬ 
rency makes investors ner¬ 
vous. “It creates a tremen¬ 
dous amount of anxiety 
because we don’t have a 
playbook,” Smith said. “It 
just hasn’t happened be¬ 
fore." 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
index lost 18.23 points, or 
0.9 percent, to finish at 
2,095.84. All 10 industry 
groups in the Standard & 
Poor's 500 fell, with Du Pont 
and other materials com¬ 
panies leading the way 
down. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average fell 170.69 points, 
or 0.9 percent, to 17,905.58 
and the Nasdaq compos¬ 
ite lost 40.11 points, or 0.8 


percent, to 5,059.12. 

Before the market opened, 
J.M. Smucker reported a 
loss in its latest quarter even 
though sales climbed. The 
maker of Folger's coffee 
said higher prices for cof¬ 
fee beans and a strong 
dollar pinched results. 
Smucker's stock fell $4.44, 
or 4 percent, to $113.75. 

A report that Dish Network 
is talking to T-Mobile US 
about a possible merger 
sent both stocks up. The 
Wall Street Journal said 
that the two sides have 
yet to nail down crucial 
details, including a pur¬ 
chase price. Dish's stock 
jumped $3.44, or 5 percent, 
to $74.25, while T-Mobile's 
surged $1.01, or 3 percent, 
to $39,340 


Applications for US jobless aid remain low at 276,000 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Few¬ 
er Americans sought un¬ 
employment benefits last 
week, a sign that job cuts 
remain low as employers 
are confident enough in 
the business outlook to hold 
onto their staffs. 

The Labor Department says 
applications for unemploy¬ 
ment aid dropped 8,000 
to a seasonally adjusted 
276,000. The four-week av¬ 
erage, a less volatile figure, 
ticked up 2,750 to 274,750. 
Applications have been 
below 300,000, a historically 
low level, for 13 weeks. 
Applications are a proxy for 
layoffs. The small number of 


people seeking benefits in¬ 
dicates that Americans are 
enjoying solid job security. 
Most economists are hope¬ 
ful that the rock-bottom 
level of applications is a 
good sign hiring will remain 
healthy as well. 

Jim O'Sullivan, chief U.S. 
economist at High Fre¬ 
quency Economics, fore¬ 
casts that the May jobs re¬ 
port, to be released Friday, 
will show that employers 
added 240,000 jobs. 
Applications “continue to 
show no sign of an uptrend, 
consistent with a still-strong 
trend in employment 
growth,” O’Sullivan wrote 


in a note to clients. 

Analysts anticipate that the 
jobs report will show that 
employers added a solid 
227,000 jobs last month, on 
top of the 223,000 added 
in April. They also forecast 
that the unemployment 
rate will remain 5.4 percent, 
a seven-year low. 

The number of Americans 
receiving unemployment 
aid fell to just below 2.2 
million, the fewest since 
November 2000. That's just 
a fraction of the 8.5 mil¬ 
lion unemployed. Some 
of those out of work have 
used up all their benefits, 
while others, such as recent 


college graduates search¬ 
ing for work, aren’t eligible 
for aid. 

Job growth has remained 
healthy even as economic 
growth has faltered. That’s 
an important sign that the 
slowdown hasn’t fright¬ 
ened employers and may 
be temporary. On Wednes¬ 
day, payroll processor ADP 
said that businesses added 
201,000 jobs last month, up 
from 165,000 in April. The 
ADP's figures frequently 
diverge from the govern¬ 
ment’s more comprehen¬ 
sive report. 

The economy contracted 
0.7 percent in the first three 


months of the year, a sharp 
slowdown from growth 
of 3.6 percent in the sec¬ 
ond half of 2014. Yet most 
economists expect growth 
will recover to a 2 percent 
to 2.5 percent pace in the 
second quarter. 

There are some signs the 
economy is turning around. 
The trade gap tumbled 
19.2 percent in April as ex¬ 
ports rose slightly while im¬ 
ports fell. Imports were arti¬ 
ficially inflated in March by 
the end of a labor dispute 
at West Coast ports, which 
unleashed a flood of over¬ 
seas goods that had been 
trapped on the docks.Q 


US productivity fell in first quarter while labor costs up 


M. CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
worker productivity de¬ 
clined more sharply in 
the first three months of 
the year than previously 
thought while labor costs 
rose more quickly. 
Productivity fell at a 3.1 per¬ 
cent rate in the first quarter, 
a bigger drop than the 1.9 
percent decline estimat¬ 
ed a month ago, the La¬ 
bor Department reported 
Thursday. Labor costs rose 
at a 6.7 percent rate in the 
first quarter, faster than 5 
percent rise first estimated. 


The economy hit a soft- 
patch in the winter with the 
overall economy, as mea¬ 
sured by the gross domestic 
product, actually contract¬ 
ing in the January-March 
quarter. 

But economists believe 
growth and productivity is 
rebounding. Still, productiv¬ 
ity, the amount of output 
per hour of work, has been 
weaker in recent years and 
economists are split on the 
reasons why. 

Yet they had anticipated 
Thursday's numbers given 
last week’s report which 
revised down the perfor¬ 


mance of the overall econ¬ 
omy, as measured by the 
gross domestic product, in 
the first quarter. 

The GDP was initially esti¬ 
mated to have grown at 
a meager 0.2 percent rate 
in the first quarter but in 
the revised estimate, GDP 
was reduced to show eco¬ 
nomic output actually con¬ 
tracted at a rate of 0.7 per¬ 
cent in the first quarter, the 
first decline in GDP since 
an even larger contraction 
in the first three months of 
2014. Both declines reflect¬ 
ed in large part unusually 
harsh winter weather which 


disrupted various econom¬ 
ic activities. 

Economists expect the 
overall economy to re¬ 
bound in the current April- 
June quarter as the effects 
of a harsh winter and other 
temporary impacts fade. 
Productivity is the key de¬ 
terminant for rising living 
standards. 

Increases in efficiency al¬ 
low employers to pay high¬ 
er wages based on greater 
output without having to 
raise the price of their prod¬ 
ucts, which can trigger 
inflation. There is concern 
about a slowdown in pro¬ 


ductivity growth that has 
been evident recently and 
economists are split over 
whether this is a short-term 
development or a longer- 
term problem. 

For all of 2014, productiv¬ 
ity grew by a modest 0.7 
percent, even less than 
the 0.9 percent productiv¬ 
ity gain in 2013. From 1995 
to 2000, productivity rose at 
average annual rates of 2.8 
percent, reflecting in part 
the boost the economy 
received from the Internet 
boom. But since 2000, pro¬ 
ductivity has slowed to an¬ 
nual rates of 2.1 percentO 
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A slump in transportation stocks may not signal danger 


A train operator dismounts a Union Pacific locomotive while another operator climbs up at a rail 
yard in Council Bluffs, Iowa. The Dow Jones transportation index, a gauge that tracks airlines, 
railroad and freight companies, was down as much as 9.6 percent from a recent peak in February 
through the end of May. Union Pacific, United Continental airlines, and freight company UPS are 
among the stocks that have dropped. 

(AP Photo/Nati Harnik) 


STREET BRIEFS 
US regulator sues 
firms over bogus 
Avon buyout bid 

NEW YORK (AP) — A U S. 

regulator that oversees 
stock markets has sued 
several financial compa¬ 
nies, saying they tried to 
manipulate the stock of 
Avon Products Inc. and 
two other companies 
through bogus takeover 
offers. The Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
said in the lawsuit Thursday 
in New York City federal 
court that the companies 
used the SEC's public da¬ 
tabase to announce false 
offers. Avon shares jumped 
up to 20 percent in mid- 
May after a takeover offer 
appeared on a website 
maintained by the regu¬ 
lator. The companies in¬ 
cluded PTG Capital, which 
the SEC says has identified 
itself as being located in 
London but which actually 
operates out of Bulgaria. 

HSBC to pay $43m 
over Swiss money 
laundering probe 

GENEVA (AP) — HSBC will 
pay 40 million Swiss francs 
($43 million) to settle an 
investigation by Geneva 
prosecutors over allega¬ 
tions the bank helped rich 
clients avoid taxes. The 
bank and prosecutors said 
Thursday the settlement 
ends the investigation into 
HSBC Private Bank (Suisse) 
SA and persons unknown 
for suspected aggravated 
money laundering. The in¬ 
vestigation unfolded after 
an ex-employee leaked 
a list of thousands of sus¬ 
pected tax evaders to 
French authorities in 2008. 
France shared the list with 
other governments and 
launched investigations, 
and the International 
Consortium of Investiga¬ 
tive Journalists and news 
organizations found that 
the bank hid millions of dol¬ 
lars for wealthy people. In 
a statement, HSBC says it 
has improved practices 
to keep clients from using 
the bank “to evade taxes 
or launder money," and 
drastically reduced the 
number of accounts, from 
30,000 to 10,000. □ 


STEVE ROTHWELL 

AP Markets Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — One of 

the oldest trading strate¬ 
gies in the book is showing 
a yellow flag for stock in¬ 
vestors, but analysts say it's 
not quite time to sell yet. 
The Dow Jones industrial 
average closed at an all- 
time high last month, ex¬ 
tending a bull market that 
stretches back more than 
six years. 

However, another gauge 
that tracks airlines, railroad 
and freight companies — 
the Dow Jones transporta¬ 
tion average — has gone 
the other way, slumping to 
a seven-month low at the 
end of May. 

The theory is that the 
transportation sector is a 
leading indicator for the 
economy. If consumers 
and businessare buying 
more, then goods have to 
be transported by plane, 
rail or ship. That should ben¬ 
efit the companies moving 
the goods. 

If they're buying less, the 
thinking goes, there’s less 
demand for transportation 
services, meaning trouble 
ahead for the economy 
and the stock market. 

That thought is the under¬ 
pinning of Dow Theory, a 
system for timing when to 
get in and get out of the 
stock market. It's based on 
the musings of Charles Dow, 
the co-founder of Dow 
Jones & Co., who started 
assembling stock indexes in 
the late 1800s. Adherents to 
the strategy say that it sig¬ 
naled big stock market sell- 
offs in 1929, 1937 and 2000. 
The Dow Jones transporta¬ 
tion average, which con¬ 
sists of 20 stocks, was down 
as much as 9.6 percent 


MAE ANDERSON 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Gos¬ 
sip and news site Gawker 
Media employees say they 
have voted to join the Writ¬ 
ers Guild of America, East, 
making it the first digital 
media outlet to organize. 

In a Web posting, Gawker 
Media writers said they 
voted 75 percent to 25 per¬ 
cent to join the Guild. The 


U.S., has been the worst 
performer in the index, fall¬ 
ing 24 percent so far this 
year. United Continental, 
the railroad Union Pacific 
and freight company UPS 
are among other stocks 
that have dropped. 

The slump in transports 
contrasts with the perfor¬ 
mance of the 30-member 
Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age, which includes stocks 
in many industries includ¬ 
ing sporting goods, bank¬ 
ing, entertainment and 


union said 90 percent of eli¬ 
gible voters cast ballots. 
Gawker first said it was plan¬ 
ning to unionize in April. The 
employees said in the post 
Thursday that the next step 
will be determining what 
they want to bargain for 
and forming a bargaining 
committee. 

While no digital media sites 
have been unionized, The 
Associated Press, The New 


dustrial average and the 
transportation index is one 
indicator of uncertainty, 
you need to see more dan¬ 
ger signs before you get 
out of stocks, said Bruce 
McCain, chief investment 
strategist at KeyPrivate 
Bank. For example, weak¬ 
ness in other sectors that 
are particularly sensitive to 
economic growth, such as 
technology and industrial 
stocks. 

“It's the cockroach theory 
of divergences," said Mc- 


York Times and other news¬ 
paper staffers have union 
representation. 

Gawker Media runs brand¬ 
ed websites that feature 
news and gossip on differ¬ 
ent topics, including Gawk¬ 
er, Gizmodo, Jezebel, io9 
and others. 

The company says it has 64 
million monthly U.S. readers. 
The original site, Gawker, 
which focuses on media 


tor. Transportation compa¬ 
nies benefited last year as 
oil prices plunged amid a 
supply glut. Now, though 
oil is rebounding and trad¬ 
ing at close to $60 a barrel 
after falling as low as $42 in 
March. 

The transportation index is 
the descendent of the first 
stock index assembled by 
Charles Dow. That index, 
which was created in 1884, 
consisted of nine railroads. 
Pacific Mail Steamship and 
Western Union. □ 


and culture, was founded 
in 2002. 

Gawker founder and CEO 
Nick Denton said in a state¬ 
ment that he is “pleased 
Gawker is leading the 
movement in the online 
media world toward col¬ 
laboration and inclusion.” 
The Writers Guild of Ameri¬ 
ca, East, is part of the AFL- 
CIO, the largest federation 
of labor unions in the U.S.Q 


Gawker website employees vote to unionize 



from a recent peak in Feb¬ 
ruary through the end of 
May. It has recovered some 
of those loses this week, but 
is still down 7.7 percent for 
the year. 

Kansas City Southern, a rail 
company that operates in 
the central and southern 


technology. The index is up 
0.5 percent this year and 
closed at an all-time high 
of 18,312 on May 19. 

Still, many analysts remain 
sanguine about the outlook 
for the broader market. 
While the divergence be¬ 
tween the Dow Jones in¬ 


Cain. “When you see one, 
you watch and you’re 
careful about it, but you 
don't worry unless you see 
five or six.” 

McCain says that the slump 
is due to a recent rise in the 
price of oil that could push 
up fuel costs for the sec¬ 
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Mutts 




6 Chix 



Blondie 


ARE THOSE PICS OF YOUR Z 

' SCHOOL TRIP? 



ALL THE SHOTS SEEM TO BE 
KIDS JUST STARING AT THEIR 



ANY PICS OF PEOPLE ACTUALLY 



Mother Goose & Grimm 


IS IT TRUE MOVIE 
TWEAKERS ON<# 
6ET THEIR PROFIT 
FROM POPCORN? 



WANT 

BUTTER 

WITH 

THAT? 


Baby Blues 



Zits 





Conceptis Sudoku 




7 










2 



7 




8 

1 

9 


7 

5 


6 



8 




2 

4 






7 






5 

3 




1 



6 


2 

5 


1 

8 

3 




4 



9 










9 




Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 6/05 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 “_of the 

Flies”; classic 
by Golding 

5 The Mamas & 
the_ 

10 Dull pain 

14 Above 

15 Dwelling 

16 Gangster 

17 Flock of quail 

18 Sickening 

20 Afternoon hour 

21 Clenched hand 

22 Skating ovals 

23 “The Addams 
Family” butler 

25 _ person; 
apiece 

26 _ out; gets rid 
of gradually 

28 Least nutty 

31 Despised 

32 Bamboo shoot¬ 
eating mammal 

34 Helpful hint 

36 Part of the eye 

37 Carvey & Plato 

38 May honoree 

39 Zodiac sign 

40 Usually benign 
growth 

41 Car dealer’s 
delights 

42 “You you 
lose” 

44 Tears to bits 

45 Dessert choice 

46 Wide gulf 

47 Many times 

50 Smile broadly 

51 French friend 

54 Crushing grief 

57 Celebrity 

58 “_ Small 
World” 

59 Swear 

60 _ up; become 
cheerful again 

61 Sturdy trees 

62 Talk out of 

63 Inquires 

DOWN 

1 Gray wolf 

2 Dutch _; cast- 
iron kettle 

3 Eye-opener 


4 Not moist 

5 Becomes 
terrified 

6 Embarrass 

7 Sulk 

8 Classifieds 

9 _ red; fume 

10 Clothing 

11 Goatee’s place 

12 Handsome guy 

13 _ Benedict; 
fancy breakfast 

19 Amphitheater 

21 Pebbles’dad 

24 Does drugs 

25 Cushions 

26 Dr. _; TV 
psychologist 

27 Long-eared 
animals 

28 Lose it 

29 Deadlocks 

30 Like a three- 
minute egg 

32 Lacking vivid 
color 

33 _ day now; 
pretty soon 

35 _ away; die 


37 Nod off 

38 Defaces 

40 Decimal _; 
numerical dot 

41 Pillow cover 

43 Musical 
dramas 

44 Salt container 
46 Stop 


47 Columbus, _ 

48 Greek cheese 

49 Chore 

50 Lahr or Parks 

52 Actor Harmon 

53 Riles 

55 A-E connection 

56 Regret 

57 Hot tub 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































FDA backs female 
libido pill, under 
safety conditions 

M. PERRONE 
AP Health Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

drug industry’s decade- 
spanning search for a fe¬ 
male equivalent to Viagra 
took a major step forward 
Thursday, as government 
experts recommended ap¬ 
proval for a pill to boost sex¬ 
ual desire in women. 

The first-of-a-kind endorse¬ 
ment came with safety res¬ 
ervations, however, due to 
drug side effects including 
fatigue, low blood pressure 
and fainting. 

The panel of Food and Drug 
Administration advisers vot¬ 
ed 18-6 in favor of Sprout 
Pharmaceutical’s daily pill, 
flibanserin, on the condition 
that the company develops 
a plan to manage its risks. 
The recommendation is 
a major victory for a drug 
sometimes hailed as “fe¬ 
male Viagra,” but which 
has been plagued for years 
by concerns of lackluster 
effectiveness and safety is¬ 
sues. The FDA has rejected 
the drug twice since 2010. 
And a similar panel of FDA 
experts voted unanimously 
against the drug five years 
ago. 

Thursday’s vote is non-bind¬ 
ing but the FDA often follows 
the advice of its experts. 
FDA’s experts acknowl¬ 
edged that flibanserin’s ef¬ 
fect is not very strong, but 
said there is a need for FDA- 
approved drugs to address 
female sexual problemsO 


FLEAMARKET 
ROCOCO PLAZA 

Tflnfci Leendert rwd 4 1 

SUNDAY 7 June 

Start 9 am BIG SALE 

Anliqueshops open SALE 
Mon-Frid 9-1 15-17 o’clock 
Fa thersday Discount 20% 
Inf. Call 741-5640 
Wc sell bubble plastic 


TIME-SHARE RE-SALE 
Costa Linda Beach Resort 

2 bedroom, 2 bath over look 
pool and the Eagle Beach 
wk 21,22,23,24 room #2001 
whole month in one room. 
Price:$12,000 each. 

More info call (297) 6301307 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 
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TeJ: 502-0697 / 563-7404 
$Ciwtlfliid str 7Q 

Email: quality@setarnet.aw 

Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com I J 

nd y«" SW 

Quality A^rtmcnls 

“Studio £ Loft Apts. 'fully Furnished 

® Kitchen / dintp J -Cphte TV ‘"SwirTirnirtg Pggl 

Liff 1 Hoi 1 m It Englt tc-u-’.h & 4 Ic^g* Suptrijiar'kili 
Feel fr-ee to cgntocT or us. 

Mon - fri : Bam-7pm. Sot d Sun: 9am-5pm. 





& WELLNESS STUDIO BV JULIA 


Therapeutic Sport Massage 
Neuromuscular Therapy 
Massage, Deep Cleaning 
Facial, Life Coaching $ 
Consultation. 


Julia Orozco Esthotican 

Address; Sun Plaia Mali, LG. Smith Soule yard itift, Sulla 124 

First Floor Aruba. Ofanpestsd ■ Cell: 562-0471 




FORSALE USS 475.000,- 


Palm Beach 


Location, Location, location!! 

3 mrvjtes/ 303 m making drjtarce from 
Hyatl iKjlfl 1 nghnse hotels and teaches^ 
The property i* M on T115 Sq Fl 

and comes ItHy fenced, landscaped 
Ar-awkwnee bedrooms. 

4 bedrooms-. ? 5 baih. Iruhen. 
emlty dmng, L-ffig. Uvege. iwndty 
I level, gps'^-is i bedroom *1 taui. 

Total Buit 4 2153 So F| 

tan 
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TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 


Week 

room 

price 

26 

507 

$4,500 

26 

543 

$ 5,300 

40 

105 

$5000 

48/49 

119 

$ 4,500 

30/31 

524 

$,500 each 

35 

314 

$4,000 

30/31 

524 

$4,500 

30 

515 

$4,900 

30 

311 

$5,000 

23 

343 

$4,500 

27 

103 

$4,000 

29 

134 

$4,500 

20&21 

347 

$4,500 

Contact Brian 

Cell: 593-0200 


vr.realty@mac.com 

211892 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner 

3 rm, 2 br, 2 bath Divi Dutch 
Village unit 96, sleeps 6+ wk 
26 starts on June 27 $5995 or 
Bo also, wks 28, 7/11 starts Mill 
Resort studio rent $625 
buy $2200 

email: rmwjmw@aol.com 

508-651-0016 

203096 

TIMESHARE 
FOR SALE/RENT 
Paradise Villers week 26 

1 br, Rm 322, starts on June 28 
and week 27 same rooms starts 
on July 5 $695. Rent, buy 
$2700 ea., also week 32 
rm 308 $1800 
Phone 565-9394 or email: 
rmwimw@aol.com 

508-651-0016 

203077 

TIMESHARE 
FOR SALE/RENT 
Aruba Beach Club Superior 
Studio wk 22 

start on May 30 Unit 151, 
ground floor, all amenities, 
$2500 and Casa del Mar Amb. 

1 br, unit 1326, week 29, start 
date July 18 Rent $695 Sale 
$2500 + MF local until 6/1 
Phone 565-9394 or email: 
rmwimw@aol.com 

508-651-0016 

203076 


TIMESHARE RESALE 
Do you want to sell your 
Time Share in Aruba? 

Call the expert: (297)6301307 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

30 years experience in the 
industrie. More inventory 

203508 


DOCTOR 
© ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 


Dr. Alvarez 


EMERGENCIA 

911 




POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

S AVAN ETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Sta. Cruz Tel: 585-8028 
San Nicolas: San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 

V 

June 10 


Adventure of the Seas 

Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 


Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(RADA) Teh 583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh_5_82-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Teh 5 83-38 08 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Blood bank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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New fed data shows no stopping or slowing of global warming 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Global 
warming has not stopped or even 
slowed in the past 18 years, ac¬ 
cording to a new U.S. government 
federal study that rebuts doubters 
who’ve claimed that that heating 
trends have paused. 

Scientists at the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
readjusted thousands of weather 
data points to account for differ¬ 
ent measuring techniques through 
the decades. Their calculations 
show that since 1998, the rate of 
warming is about the same as it 
has been since 1950: about two- 
tenths of a degree Fahrenheit a 
decade. 

The so-called hiatus has been 
touted by non-scientists who re¬ 
ject mainstream climate science. 
Those claims have resonated; two 
years ago, the United Nation’s In¬ 
tergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change felt the need to explain 
why the Earth was not heating up 
as expected, listing such reasons 
as volcanic eruptions, reduced so¬ 
lar radiation and the oceans ab¬ 
sorbing more heat. 

“The reality is that there is no hia¬ 
tus,” said Tom Karl, director of the 
National Centers for Environmental 
Information. He is the lead author 
of a study published Thursday in 
the peer-reviewed journal Science 
One key to claims of a hiatus is the 
start date: 1998. That year there 
was a big temperature spike: 
some of the following years were 
not as hot, though even hotter 
years followed in 2005, 2010 and 
2014, according to NOAA, NASA 
and temperature records kept in 
England and Japan. This year is on 
pace to break last year’s global 
heat record. 


Scientists keep updating the way 
they measure Earth’s tempera¬ 
tures. This study focuses on the ef¬ 
fects of the way ocean tempera¬ 
tures are taken. The old way, go¬ 
ing back generations, is with ships. 
Sometimes people would dip a 
bucket in the way; other times 
they’d measure water that came 


comparable numbers, NOAA in¬ 
creases the buoy temperatures a 
bit. 

A few years ago NOAA made 
similar adjustments to make land 
temperatures more comparable 
decade-to-decade. But that also 
caused some non-scientists who 
reject climate change to cry tam¬ 


A few years ago, a group out of 
University of California Berkeley 
— funded in part by the Charles 
Koch Foundation, whose founder 
is a major funder of climate doubt¬ 
er groups and the tea party— took 
what was initially billed as a skep¬ 
tical look at the previous NOAA 
data. But they pronounced the 



In this Sept. 7, 2004 file photo, an unidentified woman shields her face from the sun while walking past a water fountain in 
Los Angeles, as temperatures reached a high of 93 degrees. Associated Press 


into the engine. They also did it at 
various times of day. 

The new way is on buoys at the 
same time of day. Karl said the 
buoy measurements are more ac¬ 
curate, but can’t be compared 
directly to the ship measurements 
for a trend without making adjust¬ 
ments, because that would be 
comparing apples and oranges. 
So to come up with a trend using 


pering. 

Several outside scientists contact¬ 
ed by The Associated Press said 
the new and previous adjustments 
are sound. Kevin Trenberth, cli¬ 
mate analysis chief at the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research, 
said the new work was “good and 
careful analysis” but only confirms 
what most scientists already knew, 
that there was no such hiatus. 


earlier adjustments legitimate. The 
same scientists now say the new 
NOAA adjustments are also prop¬ 
er. “NOAA is confirming what we 
have been saying for some time 
that the ‘hiatus’ in global warming 
is spurious,” Berkeley team chief 
and physicist Richard Muller said in 
an email. Muller said global warm¬ 
ing continues but in “many fits and 
spurts.”□ 
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Billy Joel to 
set record 
at NYC’s MSG 


NEW YORK (AP) — Billy Joel 
is about to prove he’s the 
top piano man at Madison 
Square Garden by beating 
Elton John’s record for the 
most performances at the 
famous arena. 

Elton John has played 64 
shows at the Garden. Joel 
is poised to tie that record 
this month, and on July 1, 
would surpass him at 65 
shows. 

“There are a lot of venues 
out there, but only one 
Madison Square Garden 
— my home away from 
home," said Joel, a native 
of Long Island, New York. 
Joel has been performing 
at the Garden each month 
since 2014, and promises 
to do so as long as fans 
demand it. He’s already 
broken the record for the 
most consecutive shows, 
which he originally set in 
2006 with 12. Each month, 
the Garden raises another 
banner, which now stands 



In this May 9, 2014 file photo, 
singer Billy Joel performs at 
Madison Square Garden in 
New York. Associated Press 

at 17. 

Joel is celebrating that 
milestone by donating the 
original 2006 “12” banner 
to the Garden of Dreams 
Foundation, which will auc¬ 
tion off the banner to cre¬ 
ate scholarships and com¬ 
munity projects for more 
than 275,000 children. 

The online Charitybuzz 
auction began Thursday 
and will end June 26 at 
noon EDT. 

The winner receives the 
signed banner and two 
tickets to a concert. □ 


‘Sister Act’ is 
born again: New 
film in the works 


NEW YORK (AP) — Musi¬ 
cally blessed comedy “Sis¬ 
ter Act” is getting a revival, 
courtesy of Disney. 
Producer Ally Sherman and 
writers Kristen “Kiwi” Smith 
and Carol McCullah are 
set to create a new take of 
the original 1992 film, Dis¬ 
ney confirmed on Tuesday. 
The film is still under devel¬ 
opment and no further de¬ 
tails were released. 

“Sister Act" starred Whoopi 
Goldberg, Maggie Smith 
and Kathy Najimy in a sto¬ 
ry about a singer finding 
sanctuary from mobsters 
as a nun in a convent; the 
sequel also starred a young 
Lauryn Hill. 

Sherman produced this 
year’s hit “Cinderella.” 
Smith and McCullah’s 
credits include “Legally 
Blonde" and “She’s the 
Man.” 



In this Aug. 10, 2010 file 
photo, U.S. actress and 
producer Whoopi Goldberg 
performs during a dress 
rehearsal, as she joins the 
theatre cast of the musical 
“Sister Act” at the London 
Palladium Theatre. 

Associated Press 

“Sister Act" was also made 
into a Tony award-winning 
Broadway musical.Q 


Brian Wilson’s music genius, 
mental issues are focus of film 



In this Tuesday, June 2, 2015 photo, musician Brian Wilson 
poses for a portrait during press day for “Love & Mercy” at The 
Four Seasons in Los Angeles. Associated Press 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — With a 
shuffling gaif and wearing 
jeans, sneakers and a blue 
plaid shirt that matches 
his eyes, Brian Wilson is at 
the center of a Hollywood 
whirlwind. 

This day, he’s been rushing 
to screenings, giving inter¬ 
views and posing for photos 
at a Los Angeles hotel as his 
new biopic prepares to hit 
theaters on Friday. 

"It’s a trip,” Wilson says. 

Ten years in the making, 
"Love & Mercy” takes an 
unflinching look at Wilson's 
powerful creative energy 
and debilitating mental ill¬ 
ness, demystifying the man 
who created the sunny 
sounds of the Beach Boys 
before descending into a 
dark world of personal de¬ 
mons. 

"The first time I watched it, 
it was like a real test for my 
emotions,” Wilson said in his 
typical clipped diction. "It 
portrays me so well that I 
felt like I was being pushed 
into the movie.” 

That meant re-experienc- 
ing some of his highest highs 
and lowest lows. “Love & 
Mercy” focuses on two for¬ 
mative periods in the musi¬ 
cian's life, separated by 20 
years. Paul Dano plays the 
younger Wilson at perhaps 
the peak of his creative ge¬ 
nius, when he stayed be¬ 
hind from the Beach Boys’ 
world tour to create his 
opus "Pet Sounds.” 

Feeling confined by surf 
music and inspired by the 
Beatles' 1965 album "Rub¬ 
ber Soul,” Wilson wanted 
to expand the Beach Boys’ 
sound and give form to the 
melodies and harmonies he 
imagined. He employed an 
orchestra, climbed inside a 
piano to plink its strings with 
a bobby pin, and incorpo¬ 
rated everyday sounds like 
keys jangling or dogs bark¬ 
ing into the songs. 
Commercially disappoint¬ 
ing at first, “Pet Sounds” is 
now considered one of the 
most influential composi¬ 
tions in popular music. But it 
was such a sonic departure 
that it caused a rift in the 
band, which exacerbated 


an emerging personal crisis 
for Wilson. He began show¬ 
ing signs of menfal illness, 
hearing cacophonous 
voices and sounds in his 
head. 

John Cusack plays Wil¬ 
son in the 1980s, a broken 
man, heavily medicated 
and terribly insecure, un¬ 
der constant watch by his 
Svengali-like psychothera¬ 
pist, Eugene Landy (Paul 
Giamatti). While shopping 
for a Cadillac, the troubled 
musician forms an instant 
connection with saleslady 
Melinda Ledbetter (Eliza¬ 
beth Banks), who would 
go on to liberate him from 
Landy’s care and become 
Wilson's second wife. 
Director Bill Pohlad inter¬ 
weaves the two narratives, 
creating a portrait both 
painful and triumphant. 

“I was looking at how to get 
into the story in a way that 
wasn’t a typical biopic. I 
hate that,” said Pohlad, a 
longtime producer whose 
credits include "Wild” and 
“12 Years A Slave.” "If we 
were going to do a movie 
about Brian, I wanted it to 
be intimate. I wanted to 
know what this guy was all 
about." 

Wilson and Ledbetter were 
involved with the making of 
the film, spending time and 
sharing personal stories with 
the director and his cast. 
Wilson said he was ner¬ 
vous about the movie and 
found parts of if upsetting 
to watch ("Some of it was 
pretty rough”), but he also 
came away inspired — re¬ 


minded, perhaps, of that 
feeling of all-encompassing 
creativity. 

"I can see Paul Dano doing 
it in the studio, but I cannot 
remember actually record¬ 
ing in the studio,” Wilson 
said. “It brings back memo¬ 
ries, like 'How could I have 
done that?!”’ 

"That was probably my fa¬ 
vorite week of acting ever," 
Dano said, "doing those 
scenes in the studio where 
he recorded ‘Pet Sounds’ in 
the ‘60s.” 

Already a guitarist, Dano 
learned to play piano for 
the role and also does his 
own singing on screen. 
Though he and Cusack 
each spent ample time 
with Wilson, both actors 
said they gleaned much of 
their insight into him by lis¬ 
tening to his music. 

"That’s what brought me 
closest to the character, 
was playing and singing for 
sure," Dano said. “He's in 
his music." 

Both actors said they were 
honored to portray such a 
sensitive, intuitive and cre¬ 
ative character, and that 
spending time with him was 
its own source of inspiration 
and light. 

"I also think about a guy 
who's that free and unfor¬ 
matted, because those 
people are very important 
for us,” Cusack said. "When 
you see his music, you see 
he’s a spirit — a celestial 
spirit that can do anything, 
his imagination brings it — 
and we need those north 
stars."□ 
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New ‘Fifty Shades’ book isn’t Grey’s first time as narrator 



In this Feb. 6, 2015 file photo, author EL James attends a special fan screening of “Fifty Shades of 
Grey” in New York. 

Associated Press 


LEANNE ITALIE 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — The new 

EL James book “Grey” shot 
to the top of Amazon’s 
best-seller list ahead of 
its June 18 release on the 
promise it will flip the per¬ 
spective of her hard-sex 
“Fifty Shades” story from in¬ 
nocent Anastasia Steele to 
kinky Christian Grey. 

But her hordes of fans may 
nof realize if’s nof the first 
time James has explored 
her massively popular tril¬ 
ogy from Christian’s point 
of view. 

The new book, due ouf on 
Chrisfian’s birthday, be¬ 
gan like the previous three 
erotic novels, as “Twilight” 
fan fiction using Stephenie 
Meyer’s original charac¬ 
ters, hot vampire Edward 
Cullen and clumsy inno¬ 
cent Isabella Swan. James 
wrote about 50 pages 
as an “outtake" from Ed¬ 
ward's point of view for a 
fundraiser that benefited a 
charity in 2010 as she toiled 
in the FanFiction.net “Twi¬ 
light” community of writ¬ 
ers under the pen name 
Snowqueens Icedragon. 
“Some material in the book 
is drawn from that previous 
work,” acknowledged Paul 
Bogaards, a spokesman for 
the Knopf Doubleday Pub¬ 
lishing Group that includes 
the “Fifty Shades" trilogy’s 
imprint, Vintage Books. 

The new book, “Grey: Fifty 
Shades of Grey as Told by 
Christian,” was announced 
Monday and comes, 
James said, in response 
to numerous fan requests 
that she tell his side of the 
story. It's what she report¬ 
edly said back in 2010, 


when she first wrote from 
Edward’s point of view to 
help raise money to fight 
childhood cancer with oth¬ 
er fan fiction writers for the 
nonprofit Alex's Lemonade 
Stand Foundation. 

The so-called “EPOV” pag¬ 
es were auctioned off and 
distributed to donors. 
Switching perspectives is 
common among some fan 
fiction writers, who take on 
a variety of genres and 
styles while honoring their 
favorite books, TV shows, 
movies and other enter¬ 
tainments. 

Readers who made it to 
the end of the third book 
in the trilogy, “Fifty Shades 
Freed," already know that 
she had teased a chap¬ 
ter written from Christian's 
point of view, included at 
the back of the book. That 
chapter covers Christian's 
infatuation with the vir¬ 


ginal Ana through their first 
meeting — and his stalky 
encounter with her at the 
hardware store where she 
works to pick up some 
tape, rope and cable ties. 
James’ “EPOV” fan fiction 
for fhe charity follows a 
devastated Edward after 
he introduces Bella to his 
BDSM lifestyle with six hard 
lashes from a belt in his 
playroom. She tells him she 
loves him. 

Fie realizes he loves her, 
too, but she doesn’t love 
the hard-core rough stuff 
and he insists, “She can¬ 
not love a monster,” wrote 
Snowqueens. 

It's ground already cov¬ 
ered, as the title of the new 
book suggests. Ana’s flee¬ 
ing of Christian after her 
belt lashings is how “Fifty 
Shades of Grey," her first 
book, and the movie star¬ 
ring Jamie Dornan and Da¬ 


kota Johnson, end. 

In the auctioned-off work, 
Edward (later renamed 
Christian by James) visits his 
therapist to work out post- 
traumatic stress brought on 
by the devastating depar¬ 
ture of Bella, complete with 
flashbacks to his violent 
upbringing as the son of a 
crack-addicted prostitute 
who commits suicide. 

The therapist asks him if 
he has considered a, um, 
more traditional relation¬ 
ship with his young love in¬ 
terest. 

“No, I haven’t,” he re¬ 
sponds. 

“Why not?” 

“Because it’s never oc¬ 
curred to me that I could,” 
he explains. 

The flipped fan fic includes 
plenty of salty language, 
lovemaking and F-bombs 
like the three “Fifty” books. 
After Bella leaves, Edward 



In this Feb. 23, 2015 file photo, Jay-Z arrives at the 2015 Vanity 
Fair Oscar Party in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 


Streaming service Tidal to 
offer discounts to students 


NEW YORK (AP) — Jay Z’s 

struggling streaming ser¬ 
vice Tidal is watering down 
its prices for students. 

Tidal announced Wednes¬ 
day it would offer its $9.99 
service for $4.99 to those 
with a “valid .edu email 
address” in a few weeks. 
The music platform also 
offers a premium service 
with high-fidelity sound for 
$19.99, which is reduced to 
$9.99 for students. 

Tidal is trying to get into the 


competition against top¬ 
performing streaming ser¬ 
vices that offer discounts to 
students, including Spotify. 
Tidal also announced that 
it will launch a desktop ver¬ 
sion in addition to its mobile 
app and a ticket buying 
system powered by Ticket- 
master. 

The music and video ser¬ 
vice is co-owned by Jay 
Z, Beyonce, Nicki Minaj, 
Kanye West, Madonna 
and others. □ 


decides on a campaign 
to win her back, but “deep 
down I wish I had the 
courage of my convic¬ 
tions. Anxiety unfurls in the 
depths of my gut. 

This has to work. She’s my 
only hope,” Snowqueens 
wrote. 

The two heatedly reunite 
after he offers her a lift to 
the opening of a friend's 
photo exhibit in a scene 
that has Edward nearly 
taking Bella on the spot 
after they abruptly leave. 
He restrains himself with this 
admonishment: “No! No! 
Cullen! Not like a cheap 
hooker in an alley.” 

Over a bite of dinner, Bella 
confesses that she had for¬ 
gotten her safe words to 
shut Edward down during 
the belt lashings, her test to 
see if his most certainly not- 
vanilla sex world might be 
her thing, too. 

It's unclear whether “Grey" 
will extend the “Fifty 
Shades” story beyond the 
three published books or 
cover old ground from the 
new first-person approach. 
Anne Jamison, an associ¬ 
ate professor of English at 
the University of Utah in Salt 
Lake City, said the “EPOV” 
outtakes of James' origi¬ 
nal fan fiction, titled “Mas¬ 
ter of the Universe,” made 
for a strong calling card 
when she went in search 
of a publisher, based on its 
popularity as an auction 
item. 

Jamison delved deeply 
into fan fiction for a class 
segment she taught on the 
topic at the time James 
produced the charity work. 
Jamison recently taught 
an entire class on fan fic 
as a visiting professor at 
her alma mater, Princeton, 
after putting out her own 
book in 2013, “Fic: Why 
Fanfiction is Taking Over 
the World.” 

Meyer herself flipped first- 
person perspectives from 
her Isabella to her Edward 
in “Midnight Sun,” an un¬ 
finished companion novel 
to the “Twilight” series that 
she had planned when 
a partial draft leaked on 
the Internet in 2008. Mey¬ 
er put the partial work on 
her website for all to read 
and never released it as a 
book.Q 
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